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ee -rah to the overthrow of Napoleon at Water- 
Mr. President, a spirit abroad in the 
: denominated by some the spirit of genuine 
"It foments revolutions, it hunts up pre- | 
eg aggression, it is the busy-body in the 
ee shorhood and State, neglecting his own busi- | 
o about from place to place, advising 
intervening and intermeddling in everybody’s 
y.:re: telliug the farmer how to annex to and. 
~~ his uncultivated plantation; telling the mer- 
Sead he would be benefited by opening new 
channels of trade, and proving in all things that 
» end justifies the means. This spirit rejects 
ecedents settled by the sober experience of man- 
t ) whenever they oppose themselves to the 
new project in contemplation, and it quotes prece- 
Saka to justify aggression, drawn from the history 
of nations, Whenever It can thereby suit its pur- 
sees, It finds in the aggressive and selfish policy 
nations authority for perpetual aggressions. It | 
stifies the seizure of what does not belong to us 
non the ground, that if we do not, somebody else 
will. English annexation in India, and French 
conquests In Algeria, are precedents worthy of 
imitation, according to the teachings of the spirit 
| am now considering, and would justify the 
United States in annexing Canada and Mexico, 
and seizing Cuba. Sir, this spirit is restless and 
militant, it is rapacious and unjust; and I admit it 
to be a spirit of progress ; but itis that progress 
down the abyss of political error and pollution, 
from which there is no return. Sir, 1 desire to 
see a different progress from that; and if young 
men who are willing to work and rise by industry 
from poverty to riches, if young and old men who 
have property to lose, and if Christians of every 
sect, who believe that the doctrines of the Bible 
are to spread over and regenerate all nations, will 
unite in the promotion of that progress, founded 
| intelligence, justice, and peace, which I advo- 
cate, | believe that their efforts will be blessed, and 
that they will be able in the end to reform the 
world. 
Mr. President, perhaps I owe an apology for 
having been drawn into these remarks without 
reparation, and upon the spur of the occasion. 
ask pardon of the Senate for my desultory sug- 
gestions. | desire now, in conclusion, to say a few 
words in regard to the pending proposition. I 
heartily concur in the object of the mover of the 
resolution. I am anxious to hear from the Presi- 
dent in regard to the proposition made by the 
Ministers of France sas England, and [ am anx- 
ious to have all the information published. But 
when the Senator [Mr. Mason] is asking for all 
this, does he not perceive that he may subject the 
President to the very censure, which I think the 
gentleman has traveled a little out of the way to 
bestow upon him, for laying before the public the 
communications which have heretofore taken place 
between our State Department and Ministers in 
Spain in reference to the purchase of Cuba? 
Now, when the gentleman himself is asking for 

information in reference to the Island of Cuba— 
when he wants to know what the Secretary of 
State has been and is doing in regard to it, and to 
publish that information, while at the same time 
le Says that what has been done heretofore by 
the President upon the same subject is extremely 
wrong, is he not amenable to the same censure for 
‘undering which he bestows on others? Howis | 
it that we may now call for all the correspondence 
between the Secretary of State and foreign minis- 
ters in reference to Cuba? How can its publica- 
ton be right, if the other one, of which the gen- 
leman complained, was wrong? There is an 
Sa ED inthis. The things do not stand 
aall fen . I approve of the Senator’s present 
a a € correspondence, and shall vote for his 
‘solution; but to be consistent with myself, | 
shall be bound ¢9 vindicate the propriety of the 
Seat of the correspondence when it is fur- |, 
the Pre Pacey President at my instance. [ think || 
onal resident was right in laying the former cor- | 
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wrong in us to call again for the publication of the 
later correspondence. 


Sir, in the progress and growth of this country, 
I hope that the day will soon come, if it is not 


already at hand, when we can speak to the nations 


in open and undisguised language, and yet in the 
plain and simple language of truth and sincerity, 


, upon all subjects, and have nothing to conceal 


from them or ourselves. If we want to purchase 
a territory, our power and strength are now such 
that we have nothing to fear from an open avowa! 
of our purposes; and our justice and magnanimity 
should induce us to offer a full and fair price. 
Having done so, there is no more reason for the 


| Government concealing its offer and object, than 


there is for an honest man to conceal the price 
offered for a horse or a mule, when he cares not 
whether it is taken or rejected by the owner. In- 
deed, sir, I cannot imagine a reason for any con- 
cealment in regard to our wishes to acquire Cuba 
or the price we are willing to pay, if, as gentle- 
men intimate, the fruit, when it ripens, must fall 
into our basket, and we are resolved that it shall 
not fall elsewhere. By the publication of our de- 


| termination that no other nation shall come in 


competition with us for the prize, we render the 


| concealment of the price offered, or the advantages 
| we expect from the acquisition, altogether unne- 
| Cessary. 


I am happy to hear gentlemen declare that they 
are opposed to annexing Cuba by any /fillibustering 
operation. Whether its annexation will do us 
more good than harm, is a question which I shall 
not now discuss. Nor will | go into the examina- 
tion of the subject of slavery, and show its bear- 
ings upon the ascending or descending progress 
of mankind. I pass these things by for the pres- 
ent, and make no promises ever to take them up. 

Mr. President, whatever may be the changes of 
administration, whatever may be the changes of 
parties in this country, the upward and onward 
progress of the people, so far as it depends upon 
our advantages of soil and climate, and our com- 
mercial position on the earth, must continue to 
make rapid strides. And if we have wisdom to 
hang together, to consolidate our Union, and to 
bring into full operation all the intellectual and 
moral causes of national prosperity, we shall be- 
come the admiration of all nations, and a Power 
such as never before existed on earth. When we 
shall. be at the head of all earthly. Powers, then, 
I think, we may exercise a wholesome influence 
We shall never 


sometimes fear that the intemperance of party, the 


| rivalry of ambitious leaders, the combined covet- 
| ousness and extravagance of politicians, the jeal- 


ousy of sections, the grasping selfishness of our 
nature, and the wealth which is pouring in upon 
us, will change our habits of living and thinking, 
introduce every species of corruption, and finally 
break us up in fragments, governed by petty 
Such, I believe, would be the result if 
there were no higher motives of human conduct 
than such as are to be found among those whose 
morals and reasoning, whose faith and practices, 
have no connection with eternity. Such atheist- 
ical Republicans as those who sacrificed Louis the 


| Sixteenth cannot maintain a representative, consti- 
| tutional, Republican Government; because they 


have no ingredient of character that can resist the 
temptations which selfish indulgence and aggran- 


| dizement are constantly presenting to induce them 
| to break down constitutional principles. 


The 
pride, the luxury, and prodigality of monarchy 
fills the heart of the atheist, who lives elone for 
the things of the world, and satisfies his heart 


| much more than the less ostentatious, plain, and 


frugal Republic. He is dazzled by the brilliancy 
of a crown. To him the throne seems a more 
certain source of honor and emolument than the 
suffrages of the people, and therefore the Repub- 
lic is demolished. But with those whose mo- 
tives are connected with eternity, who regard the 
trappings of office as things of little consequence, 
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compared with the glories of immortality, such 
men, influenced by such motives, like that Gov- 
ernment best which best secures the rights and 
best promotes the hapniness of the masses. Such 
a Government they find in a Republic. I there- 
fore place my hope for the perpetuity of our free 
institutions not in the men whelive for this world, 
but in those who live for that which is to come. 
The sensual atheist takes that political creed which 
satiates his appetites. The believing Christian, 
considering all men equal before God, the only Sov- 
ereign, embraces that Government which makes 


| all men equal in the eye of the law, and allows no 


distinetion except that freely awarded to merit. 
True Christian principles thus harmonize with 
Xepublican ideas, and the Christian is for a Re- 
public. In Christianity I find not only the great- 
est element of human progress, but the conserv- 
ative bulwark which to prevent atheists and 
demagocues, corrupt sensuality and heartless am- 
bition, from demolishing the Republic. 

And now, sir, having shown what kind of prog- 
ress I am for, [ have nothing more to say. _ 

Mr. MANGUM. 1 desire to know when this 
resolution waggntroduced ? 

The PRESIDENT. This morning. 

Mr. MANGUM. It has involved a creat deal 
of discussion, and I would suggest the propriety 
of postponing the discussion until we shall have 
before us the information called for by the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. WELLER. There ts no probability that 
the Senate will act upon this resolution to-day, 
and I therefore move that its further consideration 
be postponed until Monday next. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair would inform 
the Senator that the resolution is only under con- 
sideration by sufferance, and not by any rule of 
order. The Senator from Virginia ‘presented the 
resolution, and made his remarks upon it before it 
was properly under consideration. 

Mr. WELLER. There being no objection in- 
terposed to the reception of the resolution, it was 
of course before the Senate, and is now under con- 
sideration. 

The PRESIDENT. 

Mr. WELLER. 


18 


3y general consent only. 
I move now to postpone its 


| further consideration until Monday next, 


Mr.“MASON. It was by no means my inten- 
tion to provoke a discussion of the eluborate char- 
acter which has ensued, but to ask for the consid- 
eration of the resolution at once. If, however, the 
Senator from California, or any other gentleman, 
desires it,! will cheerfully acquiesce in a postpone- 
ment; but as we shall have a very thin Senate 
next week, I should prefer its postponement to a 


| day beyond next Monday. 


Mr. CHASE. Say Monday week. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no objection to post- 
poning it till Monday or Tuesday week. 
narily this discussion ought to have taken place 
when the message of the President was submitted 
to the Senate; but several Senators have en- 
gaged in the debate, and have discussed a variety 
of questions in which that section of the Union 
from which I come is directly interested, 1 may 
desire to submit some remarks upon those ques- 
tions. I therefore move to postpone the further 
consideration of the resolution unti! Tuesday week. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have no objection to the 
vote being taken on the resolution to-day. Ihope 
it will be taken to-day. Wearecalling for certain 
correspondence which I understand is written out 
and ready to be sent in. The only difficulty, in 
my mind, which I wished to suggest when I rose 
before, was whether we had better debate the sub- 
ject in the absence of the knowledge of the facts 
than after we should obtain them. lt thought we 
might have read some interesting chapters from 
some modern publication quite as interesting, and 
perhaps as pertinent to the subject-matter, as some 
of the remarks which we have heard to-day. I 
do not know what this resolution will bring out, 
but really it seems to me that none of us know 
much about the subject-matter that we are dis- 
cussing. When the information she!! be received, 
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for entering into the discussion. I have no doubt 
that the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, who has of course a proper de- 
gree of the confidence of the Administration, did 
not speak in the dark; but the rest of us must ne- 
cessarily do so. I suppose this call may as well 
be made to-day as at any other time; but let us 
know what we are calling for, and let us know 
what has been done before we undertake to discuss 
it. As to this matter of progress up and down, 
onan inclined plain or otherwise, it may all be very 
relevant to the matters which will be brought to 
our consideration by the answer to this resolution, 
but really I cannot see what pertinency it has to 
the question. I hope that if the resolution be not 
adopted to-day, the discussion will be continued. 
{t will entertain and detain gentlemen. The whole 
subject can be fully discussed after we get this in- 
formation. I hope, therefore, my honorable friend 
from California will withdraw any objection to the 
vote being taken to-day. 

Mr. MASON. lI cannot and will not object to 
any gentleman who desires it continuing this dis- 
cussion; but inasmuch as the Senate will be very 
thin during the next week, [ would submit to the 
consideration of Senators, that if they allow the 
vote to be taken upon the resolution now, the in- 
formation asked for will be received from the Pres- 
ident within a very few days, and discussion can 
then arise upon a proposition to refer. I think it 
better to let the vote now be taken, and the inform- 
ation will be given to us by the President during 
the next week. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no objection to pursue 
the course indicated by the Senator from Virginia. 
I therefore withdraw my motion to postpone, in 
order that the Senate may, if they are so disposed, 
act upon the resolution now. Then, when the 
answer of the President shall be received, discus- 
sion can continue upon a motion to refer it to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SOULE. Mr. President, it istoo late now 
to talk of stopping this debate, until the papers 
sought to be obtained from the State Department 
shall have been sent to us in compliance with the 
resolution upon your table. Had that resolution 
been introduced without the prefatery remarks 
through which it was announced, and had it been 
suffered to wait, in due course of business, and in 
accordance with the rules of this House, until it 
were called up for discussion, I should certainly 
be for delaying the consideration of the matters 
which it involves until we were put in ful! posses- 
sion of such facts as might enlighten us on their 
merits. But, sir, it is no longer in our power to 
determine what course it had been better for us to 
pursue. A peculiar character has been imparted | 
to the debate by the unusual manner in which it 
was initiated, and still more by the flight which 
it took; and from that character it is not in our 
yower to divest it. Andas it might seem strange, 
if not ominous, that I, in common with many of 
my friends who sit on this side of the Chamber, 
and who may be presumed to feel as immediate 
and sensitive an interest in the subject which 
brought it forth, should abstain from all partici- 
pation in it, it has been deemed advisable that I 
should say a few words in explanation of our 
course. 

Thesubject, and the debate which it has given rise 
to, sprang upon us this morning most unexpect- 
edly. Neither I, nor, as far as I could ascertain, 
any of the friends who surround me, had the least 
knowledge that they would be brought forth; and 
it will have struck you, Mr. President, as it struck 
every other member of the Senate, that the inter- 
ets involved in both were of the most serious mag- 
nitude and import, and such as we could hardly | 
be presumed to be willing to speak of but in the 
most temperate and measured terms, considering 
that the position which we at present occupy as a 
party, before the country and before the world, 
would hardly admit of a single word being uttered 
by us in that connection, which would not be 
‘leemed pregnant with meaning and significancy. 

Well, sir, we would deprecate, at this juncture 

yarticularly, that we had to encounter such ex- 
igencies of debate as might hurry us into an un- 
guarded expression of sentiment with reference to 
so grave a subject. We will like to meet it, sir, 
with becoming prudence, though not-without some | 
considerable degree of freedom; but we will also 
wish to meet it with a well-matured, and, if possi- | 
ble, with a well-concerted judgment. [t may be! 


| deliver our sentiments. 









all well for the two Senators who addressed them- 


: ; : : ~ j 
selves to the question, from this side of the Cham- 


ber, to have indulged us thus early, and, through 
us, the country, with a disclosure of their sent- 
ments and views. ‘I'he honorableSenatorfrom Vir- 
ginia had fullieisure, while preparing his resoluuon, 
to give the subject it embraced that well-balanced 
consideration which his ponderous mind has be- 
stowed upon it; and the Senator from Michigan 
who followed him, had, it would seem, the priv- 
ilege of being apprised in time of the movement 
which was to be made here this morning, and thus 
of being furnished with ample opportunites for 
preparing himself, if we may form any judgment 
from the strikingly elaborate character of his re- 
marks, and from the memorandum out. of which 
he helped himself, that he might present them in 
that peculiar and taking way of his which so em- 
inently characterizes his productions. But we, 


who enjoyed none of those advantages, will nat- | 


urally wish for time to mature our thoughts, and 
discipline them for debate. At the same time we 
will desire to meet the question as it now stands, 
without awaiting what communications it may 
please the Executive to send us. It will not re- 
quire a very deep seer to guess what the character 
of those communications will be. And may we 
not, as fairly as the Senators who have preceded 
us, approach the obvious question which they in- 
volve without them? I ask leave to renew the 
motion just withdrawn by my friend from Califor- 
nia, to postpone the consideration of the resoluuon 
to ‘Tuesday of the week after next. 

Mr. BUTLER. I suppose that the State of 
South Carolina, not being more than three or four 
days run from Cuba, cannot be indifferent to this 
question. ‘The topics involved in the discussion 
are very important. They deal with one of the 
most important and delicate questions that can 
ever affect the destinies of this country; and my 
constituents would not perhaps be satisfied if I 
were not, at least, to take some part in such a dis- 


cussion as this. | am not now prepared to enter into | 


the debate. 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 


The Senator from Virginia, being | 


has perhaps very properly made his remarks; but | 


since the debate has assumed altogether a charac- 
ter so unexpected, it would not be right that other 
Senators, equally interested in the question, should 
not have an opportunity of mingling a tributary, 
at least, to the great current of public opinion 
which is to be made by the debate. If this coun- 
try is to be influenced by public opinion, let us 
all, who have opinions, have an opportunity of 
pouring our tributaries into the stream. Whena 
debate of this kind comes up, I think it ought to 
arise upon some question upon which we can all 
I am deeply interested in 
this matter. Ll represent a State nearer to Cuba 
than any other, unless it be the State of Florida. 
This does not, however, seem to be a fit occasion 
to go into that subject; but I must take the liberty 
of saying that if this debate continues, it cannot 
be expected that we shall be entirely silent. 

Mr. MASON. I have no desire in the world 
to curtail this debate, or to discourage it. If the 


| honorable Senator from South Carolina supposes 


there is any desire on my part,or on the part of 
any other Senator, to prevent the fullest and most 
elaborate debate gentlemen may think proper, I 


duce this resolution, had I supposed that it would 
involve a debate, before the information was re- 
ceived. The matter arose simply thus: Two days 


| am not informed of any such purpose. Sir, I | 
would have given notice of my intention to intro- 


| ago, I think, itoccurred to me that it would be prop- 


er to call for the correspondence mentioned in the | 


President’s message, and I conferred, as I fre- 
quently do, with the honorable Senator from Mich- 
igan, who is now the Nestor of the Senate, espe- 
cially in matters of foreign relations, and informed 
him of my purpose. I asked him at the same time 
whether he thought it would be proper for me to 
preface the resolution, before the vote was taken, 
by a very few remarks, which I have made, con- 
fined to that subject, and that alone. He told me 


he thought it would be proper, and that he would | 
avail himselfofthe occasion to makesome remarks. | 


I beg Senators to believe that I had no desire to 


bring a debate unexpectedly upon them. I did not | 


suppose the resolution would lead to any extended 
debate. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. When I came into the 
Senate Chamber this morning, | did not dream of 
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making any remarks on this or 

and the remarks which | 

Senate were purely the result of an allusion of 

gentleman from Michigan to me on can et < 

progress, which had been bandied bet = 

during the last session; and | thought pe . 

fit occasion to give him my ideas of hu . wes 

ress, and I| did so. MAN prog. 
I have not said a word about 


any other subien. 
have inflicted oy” 


the question 


annexing Cuba. I have said nothing aboy, 
importance or its disadvantages to the o,,. 

but my people have as deep an interest aa ry: 
Louisiana and South Carolina in it. rhans as 


And a! 
me to say that my people are very intimately 


nected now, and will be more so very na 
beth with South Carolina and the Staj : 
Louisiana, as they have long been with Louisi. 
ana herself. If this debate is to go on, I aaah 
like very much to hear the gentlemen represer a 
South Carolina and Louisiana, and ‘the ad ; 
southern States upon it. I would like to call y),.. 
attention to the influence which this annexa ha 
may have on the trade between Kentucky « 
their States, and to the trade between those & 
and Cuba. 

Heretofore, we of Kentucky have been jy sh. 
habit of supplying ourselves with rice, sugar, anj 
other southern productions from the lower Mis. 
sissippi. If you annex Cuba she will want A oreat 
many of our horses, mules, hogs, and other pro. 
ductions; and if you will give us the cheay com. 
munication of which I have spoken, from ihe 
mouth of the Ohio down to Cuba, free of dyry 
everybody will see what immense changes fied 
what deep effects will grow out of that state 9 
things, both in reference to the trade of Kentucky 
with Louisiana for her productions, and with 
South Carolina for her productions. 

Now, without committing myself—for | have 
not discussed this view of the subject—in revard 
to these important matters, for they are of grea 
importance, I have merely thrown out these sue- 
gestions in the hope that the representatives of 
South Carolina and Louisiana who wish to make 
speeches, and I shall give them an opportunity to 
do so by my vote, will take into consideration these 
vital questions of internal trade. I wish them w 
consider what will be the effect of opening new 
avenues of trade by the annexation of foreign ter- 
ritory. That such annexation would be very efi- 
cient for good or for evil I see plainly; but whether 
the good or the evil will predominate, | am not yet 
permitted to see. 

Mr. GWIN. Whether the question has been 
sprung upon the Senate, I neither know nor care; 
but this is certainly an unexpected debate. [have 
no doubt the chairman of the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, did not intend to preclude us from an 
opportunity of delivering our views. When Sen- 
ators talk of individual States of the Confederacy 
most interested in this question, I feel bound to 
say that I represent one more interested than any 
other, for we send right in sight of the Island of 
Caba, from two and a half to three millions of 
dollars in gold every two weeks; and I should like 
to know what State of the Confederacy is so much 
interested in the matter of our friendly relations 
| with Spain? ; 

Again, we have questions of our own likely 

very soon to attract public attention. We may 
have a troublesome neighbor south of us, for it's 
said that the French have taken possession of 
Sonora, and intend to hold it as a province of the 
French Empire. My friend from Texas, (Mr 

Rusx,] will no doubt be called out on a “ butialo 
hunt”’ very soon, if that should turn out to be true. 
Texas and California wil! be very apt to look into 
that question, and think of the propriety of Sonora 
being annexed to the French Empire. Therefore 
this resolution opens a great question—the . 
tion of what is to be the future foreign policy M 
this Government. There are other islands besite 
Cuba in which the United States are interested. 
There are a set of islands called the Sandwic 
Islands, which we in California look upon as our 
summer residence. And when the Senator trom 
Virginia talks about ripe fruit, it ought to be know" 
that that fruit is ripe also, and ready to fall. This 
resolution, therefore, is very important; and 

think, inasmuch as some gentlemen have — 
menced forming public sentiment, we ought . 
give others a chance, and let it go over ull nes” 
week. Wecan make public sentiment now jo 
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| hope the motion to postpone 
The honorable Senator from 


Mr. gADGER. 
nat prevail. ee 
pag Pr (Mr. Gwiy] says tha ng 


hers—understand pretty well what 
is. Now, I! am not in the same 
i etateand condition with him; [do not know 
ppy ee and if | am to be instrumental, directly 
ee in forming public sentiment on this 
ither do it after I shall have had 
sortunity of knowing the contents of the doc- 
TT “The Senater from California seems to 
w italready; If do not. Let the resolution be 

ved, and let the document be communicated 
“and then we shall all stand upen an equal 
+ rine: and equal justice, [ know, is what my 
: end from California will go for under any cir- 
wamstanees. | hope, therefore, that the matter 
ill not be postponed, but that the resolution will 
. adopted now. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

Qn motion, the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 23, 1852. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Rev. C. M. Butter. 
PheJournalof yesterday wasread and approved. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order, 
‘it be the pleasure of the House to consider it, 
will be the report from the Committee on Printing. 


RED RIVER RAFT. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask leave to 
introduce ** A resolution explanatory of the act 
anpropriating money for the removal of the Red 
nver raft.” At the last session of Congress, 
1 appropriation of $100,000 was made for the 
removal of the Red river raft. That money may 
be wastefully expended, unless something be done 
immediately, before the lettings of the contracts | 
now about to take place, and before the bids are 
ened, which must take place at no distant day. 
If the matter is now settled according to the terms 
of the Senate resolution on your table, the defect 
being remedied in that appropriation, under the 
construction now given by the War Department, 
the sum appropriated is large enough to remove 
the raft, and Congress will never hear of this mat- 
vragain. I hope that the Senate resolution will 
be taken up and passed, if possible, so that the | 
money already appropriated may not be thrown | 
away. The Secretary of War—and there seems 
to be strong ground for his construction—deter- 
mines that under the act he can compel contract- 
ors to open the raft, but can make no provision 
to compel them to keep it open through a few sea- 
sons of high water, until the channel of the river 
shall be washed out. There seems to be some 
grounds for the correctness of his judgment; so he 
asks for legislative action, that the appropriation 
may be effective. If it is done, and the work is 
let out in the manner proposed by that resolution, 
the people who live upon the banks, the sufferers 
by the obstructions, will be greatly benefited, and 
Government relieved from further expenditure. 
tis the first time that | ever knew us to reach a 
= -™ this, and | hope the resolution will be 
adopted. 

Mr. STANLY. In what condition does this 
resolution stand on the calendar? 

Mr. JOHNSON. It first came in from the 
Senate yesterday. 

Mr. STANLY. It stands upon the Speaker’s 
table like all the resolutions. 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana. 1 hope that the 
gentleman from North Carolina will not make any 
ovjection. Tam certain that there is not a mem- 
ne of this House, if he knew the situation of 
hat raft and the situatién of the appropriation, 
who would not at once concur in taking up this 
resolution, 

Mr. STANLY. If the centleman from Louisi- 
a Moore} knew the situation of fifty bills 
ps oe Speaker’s table, his kindly heart would 
ay take them all up. How long is discussion on 
the Red river raft to last? 
Pr sn NSON. I will call the previous ques- 
cy Have united with the gentleman from North 
;*rolina (Mr. Sranty] in every effort to get u 
the bills on th Ss ’ P 

e Speaker’s table. 
_ Mr. STANLY. [ will not interpose any ob- 


Jfction to it; but I do not think that we should 
iscriminate. 


| by the resolution, you will neveragain be we 


nently free for navigation. 
i » 





The resolution was then taken from the Speak- | 
er’s table, and read a first and second time. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will state in regard to this 
resolution, that the raft has been opened several 
times, but for the want of the measure contempla- 
ted in the resolution, it is closed up each succes- 
sive high water; and so soon as this takes place, 
great loss results to the people living upon the 
banks of the river. We have convincing testi- 
mony that if you will adopt the course proposed 


to make an appropriation for this purpose. now 
ask the previous question upon the resolution. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I wish to 
make an inquiry of the gentleman. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
that the previous question is withdrawn? 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will withdraw it for that 


purpose. 


Mr. SEYMOUR. The provision was origin- 
ally inserted in the bill and voted upon by this 
House, undoubtedly with the understanding—the 
phraseology of the bill as it stands, though I have 
not the bill before me, being for the removal of the 
Red river raft—that the removal should be a per- 
manent thing, and that it should be a removal of 
obstructions which would leave the river perma- 
Let me ask the gentle- 
man who moves this resolution, whether its lan- 
guage is not weaker than the language of the bill? 

Mr. JOHNSON. If the gentleman will pardon 
me, | will answer his question at this point. I do 
not desire to detain the House, and sol promised. 
He does not desire to defeat his own good work. 
It is his anxiety that his operations should be 
effective, that leads him to make his inquiries. 
The War Department desires to conform itself to 
what the law declares. The construction given to 
| this appropriation is for the removal of the ob- 
struction; but when it is removed, there is nothing 
said in the original bill about the permanency of 
the removal. The only construction which could 
be put upon it was, that when a party undertook 


remove it; and when he had done so, the whole 
of his undertaking would have been discharged. 
This is according to the terms of the original ap- 
propriation. Let those who take the contract, re- 
| move it, and hold it open for the longest period of 
time, say from three to five successive years. That 
will give ample time for the annual floods to wash 
out the banks, so that a single mammoth cotton- 
wood tree cannot lie across the channel and form 
a raft of miles to obstruct our navigation. The 
Seeretary of War requires this before he acts, as 
he conceives his hands are bound. I call the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The resolution was then ordered to a third read- 
ing, and was accordingly read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution was passed, 
| and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was put, and the latter motion was 
agreed to 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move to take 
up the report from the Committee on Printing. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 
Mr. HEBARD. I rise to what I suppose to be 


a privileged motion. I notice in recording the vote 
| upon the first branch of the resolution from the 
Committee on Elections, giving compensation to 
Mr. Taliaferro, that my name is recorded in the 
negative, whereas [ voted in the affirmative. lask 
that the proper correction be made, and my name 
recorded in the affirmative. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Sranron] proposes to call up the res- 
| olution upon the subject of printing. The pre- 
sumption is, that a motion to reconsider will 
consume the balance of time before the adjourn- 
ment; I would ask permission of the gentleman to 
report several bills from the Committee on Ways 
and Means, that they may be printed. 

Objection was made. 


REMISSION OF DUTIES. 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I ask the 


unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
resolution for the purpose of taking bill No. 138, 
‘* to remit the duties upon certain goods destroyed 





to remove the obstruction, he would be bound to | 


147 


by fire in the city of New York,"’ from under the 
consideration of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and referring it back to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I object. 

Mr. LANE. As there ts nothing now before 
the House, | ask leave to introduce a few bills, 
for the purpose of having them referred. 

Mr. CARTTER. I object, and call for the 
regular order of business. — . 


OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC 
PRINTING-——-CLERKS AND MESSENGER. 


The SPEAKER stated that the reeular business 
before the House was the consideration of the fol- 
lowing joint resolution, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Printing, viz: 

** A joint resolution authorizing the employment of two 
clerks and one messenger in the office of Superintendent of 
the Public Printing.”’ 

The joint resolution provides for the appoint- 
ment of two clerks, at asalary of $1,500 each, and 
one messenger, at a salary of $3 per diem. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 1 arm satisfied, 
that when this matter was first presented to the 
House by the chairman of the committee of which 
l am a member, a great misapprehension existed 
in the House as to the extent of the duties imposed 
upon the Superintendent by the law passed at the 
last session. I have taken pains since that day 
to examine the law, and | am now prepared to 
give the House such information as will enable 
them to act with proper intelligence upon this sub- 
ject. 

By section third of the printing act, it is made 
the duty of the Superintendent ‘to receive from 
the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House 
of Representatives, all matter ordered by Congress 
to be printed, and from the chiefs of Departments 
and heads of Bureaus, all matter ordered by them 
respectively, to be printed at the public expense, 
and keep a faithful account of the same in a book 
or books to be by him kept for that purpose,’’ &c. 
By asubsequent section of the same act, prices as 
various as are the kinds of printing were fixed, as 
well as the prices for folding and stitching, and all 
the details necessary to complete each job; and then 
deductions are to be made in certain cases, for the 
purpose of arriving at the net cost to the Govern- 
ment. In order to accomplish this object as the 
law requires, three separate books must be opened 
for each House of Congress, in which all these 
details are to be entered, involving many distinct 
and exact calculations, each consuming much time, 
and requiring the services of persons fitted by 
practical experience for this kind of business. So 
of the printing to be executed for the several De- 
partments and their various Bureaus: a separate 
and distinct account with each must be kept, in 
books similar to those for the Senate and the 

House, so as to exhibit the kinds and quantities 
ordered for each, the cost, &c. Moreover, ac- 
counts are to be opened with the Treasury of she 
United States, the contractors for furnishing paper, 
the public printer, and others, involving the dis- 
bursement, in the aggregate, of several hundred 
thousand dollars per annum. This will afford 
some idea of the clerical duty devolved upon this 
office by law, and it is scarcely necessary to say 
that it will require much time and labor to execute 
it in a proper manner, 

It is further made the duty of the Superintend- 
ent to ‘* supervise the execution of the public 
printing, to inapect the work when executed, and 
to see that the same is done with neatness and dis- 
yatch.’? This can only be done by frequent vis- 
its to the office of the public printer by the Super- 
intendent, in order that he may satisfy himself, by 
personal observation, that the work is progressing 
with reasonable dispatch; and that it is executed 
in a neat and workmanlike manner, and on the 
paper furnished by the Government for that pur- 
pose. 

It is also made his duty to procure, by contract, 
the necessary paper for the Government printing; 
to cause a sufficient quantity to be always on hand 
to meet the public requirements; to receive, inspect, 
and furnish the paper to the public printer as he 
may require it; to see that it is of the proper weicht 
and quality; and to keep all the accounts for the 
same, in such manner that they will accurately 
show what paper has been received, its cost, 
and what use has been made of it, and for what 

| purpose. 
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There are many minor duties required of the Su- 
perintendent, necessarily involved in carrying into House do now adjourn. 
practical operation the various provisions of the Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a privileged question. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question recurred upon the motion that the | ton, Price, Sackett, Schermerhorn, 
Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. St 
H. Stanton, Abr’m P. St phens, St. Marti 


lor, Thurston, Venable. Walsh, 


Schoolerah. 

+ ©0litda 
anton, R 
artin, Stror - 


™M ATL 1 nm ‘ ey . ' Washb Toi 2? 
aw, which wil! readily suggest themselves to you. fhe SPEAKER. There isa privileged motion | son White, and Williams—74, sshburn, Welsh, ’, 
In creating this new system for executing the | already pending. A motion to adjourn is the NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, John Appt 
. ‘ . - . } c je a B pale > reton, s 
public printing the Government has, for the first || highest privileged motion. Avera, » abeock, Beale, Beli, Bocock, Brenton, Ajp,. 
) o, / eged | nCr ‘ _ Brown, Buell, Joseph Cable, Caskie, Cle lhe 
time, assumed its mahagement and control, for the Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. A quoram being | tis, John G. Davis Dunham, Edmun 1 on, Fickin’s' 
ne + 9 . é s, é ik mun ick t 
purpose of protecting itself from the evils and an- || present, | withdraw the motion to adjourn. Floyd, Gaylord, Green, Grey Isham G. tants 
. one mh ? ° r ‘ . ; 2 ; “ arri Say 
noyances of the past, and for facilitating the pub- The question recurred upon ordering the main | W. HarrisyHendricks, Hibbard, Holladay, Houston 
o - . ° i re ; a7 
aaa for the future; and, in so doing, has question to be now put. ard, John W. Howe, Ingersoll, Ives, Jenkins, Ayy,. 


; : d — ‘ Johnson, Robert W. Jobns George Ww 
necessarily. created new duties, which have not Mr. MILLSON. I rise to aprivileged motion. || Jones, Freston King, Kurtz, I ae 


heretofore been performed by any one. With the || I move to reconsider the vote by which the House || McLanahan, MeMullin, Meade, Millscn, Mut Mason, 
assistance asked for by the Superintendent, I feel || determined that when they adjourn, they would Nabers, Olds, Peaslee, Penn, Penniman, Perkin: os a 
satisfied that the public interests will be promoted, | adjourn to meet on Monday next. 1 voted in the ene Bec Robe, Robinson, Savage, Orie.’ 
and that the law can be made to produce not only || affirmative for the purpose of moving a reconsid- || bridge, Wallace, Watkins, Wells, Witenn manend, Wa 
an excellent quality of printing, with all reason- || eration. Woodward—77. Ha WWildriek, ang 
able facility, but will combinea strict accountability Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the 

and economy with it at the same time. ~ || Chair whether such a motion is in order. 

Now, sir, | suppose this information which has The SPEAKER. It is certainly not debatable. 
undergone the supervision of the Superintendent, Mr. MILLSON. I do not desire to debate it. 
who concurs in all that [ have said upon this sub- || I wish to remind the House of a single fact, that 
ject, is sufficient for the House, and I therefore || to-morrow 1s objection day, and that we might 
move the previous question. dispose of a large amount of private business. 

Mr. CARTTER. Will the gentleman with- {Loud cries of ‘* Order!’’ from all parts of the 
draw the demand for the previous question for a || House.} 


* Jones J G 


So the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to neies 
sider the vote just taken, by which the ar 
was rejected, and to lay the motion to recone 
upon the table. — 

The question was put upon the latter mo) 
and upon a division, 46 rose in the affirmari:. 

Mr. JONES. I will withdraw the motio, 


7 caer nie ne . Mr. C: wan a , 
moment? {| The SPEAKER. TheChairdoes not recollect ||. eje soe | renew the motion to ry 
Mr. STANTON. I will, if my friend will re- hat such a motion as that submitted by the gen- | 3 ; * : 
creme — . l : Skee Mr. JONES. Iask if thee 
new it. leman from Virginia has ever been entertained in he gentleman from Ohic 


did not vote in the affirmative ? 
Mr. CARTTER. I did. 
Mr. JONES. Then he cannot move to reegp. 

sider. r 


Mr. CARTTER. I willdoit. I merely want || his body, and much doubts the propriety of en- 
to state to the House that the consideration of || tertaining it. If, however, the gentleman insists 
that resolution was postponed upon my motion. || upon his motion, it will be put to the House. 

I made that motion with a view of satisfying my- Mr. MILLSON. My motion was submitted 
self of the necessity of this additional force, and || in good faith, and I should like to have a vote of 
having investigated the subject, I am satisfied that || the House upon it. 

the force is required, and that without it, the Su- 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the consent of 4 
Mr. MOLONY called for the yeas and nays | House to allow me to report from the Comm 
perintendent would be unable to discharge the || upon the motion to reconsider. on Ways and Means some of the recular anypo. 
amount of labor which has been assigned to him. Mr. CLINGMAN moved to lay the motion to priation bills, in order that they may be referred 
I now renew the demand for the previous ques- || reconsider upon the table. and printed during the holidays. : 
tion. | Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, demanded the Mr. STANLY. I object, and call for the reo. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the gentleman will || yeas and nays upon that motion. ular order of business. We shall have finishat 
withdraw the previous question, to enable me to Mr. ROBBINS called for tellers on the yeasand || the call of the States for petitions in fifteen minytes 
offer an amendment with regard to the salaries of || nays. and the committees will be called for reports - 
the clerks. ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ricnarpson || that the gentleman from Alabama can presen his 
Mr. CARTTER. I cannot do it without the || and McNair were appointed. | bills in the regular order. W 
consent of the gentleman from Kentucky. I was The House was then divided, and the tellers Mr. HOUSTON. The House will be very 
under obligations to him to renew the call for the || reported—21 in the affirmative; not one fifth of a || likely to adjourn before the Committee on Ways 
previous question, and I must decline to withdraw || quorum. || and Means will be reached. I hope the gentle. 
it So the yeas and nays were not ordered. man will withdraw his objection. P 
| The question was then put on Mr. Ciineman’s Mr. STANLY. I will not object. 
|| motion, and it was agreed to. Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on Ways 
Mr. CARTTER called for tellers; which were So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the |! and Means, then presented the following bills; 
ordered; and Messrs. Bocock and Gay.orp were || table. which were severally read-a first and second time 
appointed. | Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois, moved that the | by their titles, referred to the Committee of the 
The question was then put, and the tellers re- || House do now adjourn. Whole on the state of the Union, and, with the 
orted—ayes 73, noes 37; no quorum voting. The question was put, and on a division, there || communications accompanying them, ordered to 
Mr. RICHARDSON asked for a recount, as || were—ayes 60, noes 91. be printed. 
these was evidently aquorum inthe House. So the House refused to adjourn. || A bill to supply the deficiency in the appropris- 
There being no objection, the tellers resumed | The SPEAKER stated that the question re- || tions for the service of the fiscal year ending the 
their places, and a recount having been had, the || curred upon the motion to lay on the table the | 30th of June, 1853; ; 
tellers reported—ayes 89, noes 31. joint resolution reported from the Committee on A bill making appropriations for the support of 
So the previous question received a second. a Printing, on which motion tellers had been or- || the Army for the year ending June 30th, Is4; 
The question recurred upon ordering the main || dered. and 
qifestion to be now put. Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. That question A bill making appropriations for the civil and 
Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, moved that the joint || was taken anddecided in the negative. I was one | diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
resolution be laid upon the table, and upon that || of the tellers. year ending the 30th of June, 1854. 
motion asked for the yeas and nays. The SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken. Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I now call for the 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. The question was put, but no quorum voted; if || regular order of business. 
Mr. HENDRICKS demanded tellers; which | there be no objection, there will now be a re- ||) The SPEAKER. Petitions are in order from 
were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of Tennessee, || count. | the Territory of Utah. 
and McNair were appointed. There being no objection, the tellers (Messrs. Mr. STUART. I desire—and if it be neces- 
The question was then put, and the tellers re- || McNair, and Harris of Tennessee) resumed | sary, 1 will ask the unanimous consent of the 
orted—ayes 46, noes 68; no quorum voting. their places, and the question having been again || House for that purpose—to have certain comm: 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, moved that the || put, the tellers reported—ayes 52, noes 72. —_—_——|| nications, now lying upon the Speaker’s table, 
So the House refused to lay the joint resolution || taken up and disposed of. 


e 


ttee 





The question now being upon seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, 


House do now adjourn. 


Mr. STUART demanded tellers. ] upon the table. ‘|| TheSPEAKER. The Chair was aboutto ask 
ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY. || The main question was then ordered to be put; || the indulgence of the House for that purpose. 
Mr. RICHARDSON moved that when the || the joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed There was no objection, and the Speaker * 


House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday || and read a third time; and being engrossed, was | cordingly laid before the House the following E- 
next. read the third time. ecutive communications; which were severelly 
. TT : > 2 . . . 
Mr. HOUSTON. There was no quorum on the The questior now being, ‘Shall the joint reso- || read and disposed of as indicated below: 

“ . so | . . ‘ 
last vote, and of course we cannot adjourn over || lution pass © A communication from the State Departmen, 
. SaTreo . oo , 
without a quorum. Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas | transmitting, agreeably to an act approved the 2 

The SPEAKER. There may be a quorum on || and nays; and they were ordered. : ; | of March, 1779, an abstract of the returns mave 
this vote. The question was then put, and decided in the | to that Department by the collectors of customs, 
Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays || negative—yeas 74, nays 77; as follows: | pursuant to an act of the 28th May, 1796, = : 
, ° . | . * . : +} 
on Mr. Ricuarpson’s motion; but they were not YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, William | relief and protection of American seamen, am in 
ordered. Appleton, Thomas H. Bayly, Bowie, Bowne,John H. Boyd, | number of seamen registered in the various po" 
Mr. STUART called for tellers; which were || Briges, Burrows, Busby, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, || of entry in the United States during the year & 
a: iM a Ds || Cartter, Chandier, Chapman, Chastain, Cleveland, Cling- || . the 30th S b 1852: which was laid on 
ordere .: ae ners Rossis, and Campset of inan, Conger, Darby, George T. Davis, Dockery, Doty, || '®& te eptember, 1502; 
Illinois, were appointed, Eastman, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goodenow, Gor. | the table and ordered to be printed. n 
The question was then put upon Mr. Ricarp- || man, Grow, Harper, Haven, Hebard, Henn, Horstord, || A communication from the Treasury 


3 s :— as M. we, ri J son, Z | el : terior 
son’s motion, and the tellers reported—ayes 88, oe 7 ne on Licheomd: MeNein Menthes. ment, transmitting estimates from the In 
noes 47. ©. Mol He - he ty : 


; _ . . S e cur: 
J Miller, Molony, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, |! Department for the Indian service during the cu 
So the motion was agreed to. Newton, Orr, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Pres- || rent fiscal year. 
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1, BRIG . = 
, the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


‘STUART moved to refer it to the Commit- 
Ww io and Means, and to have it printed. 
av was first put upon referring to 


e. quesuon . - 
rhe tee on Indian Affairs, and it was not 


to. 


 anestion was then taken on the motion to 
es the Committee on Ways and Means, and 
erint and it was agreed to. 4 
\ eommunication from the ‘Treasury Depart- 
F transmitting estimates from the War De- 
went for continuing the works provided for 
ve act of the last session, entitled *“‘An act 
» appropriations for the improvement of 
rivers aud harbors,’’ approved the 30th 
c+ 1852; which was referred to the Commit- 
~ Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
\ communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury’ transmitting, in pursuance of law, his 
nnte with the United States, for the third and 


\ 


tec 


irters of 
rh e table, and ordered to be printed, 
“4 eommunication from the Department of the 
I erior, transmitting, In compliance with the act 
° May, 1820, a statementof such appropriations 
- shat Department as have been made for the 
-yice of the War Department, prior to the act 
¢ the 3d March, 1849, creating the Department 
*the Interior, showing the balances of the ap- 


( 
servi 


propriation of the Ist July, 1851, and of the fiscal | 


vear ending June 30th, 1852; the repayment and 
transfers in the same time, the amount drawn by 
on jisition fromthe Treasury in the same period, 
and the balance on hand the Ist of July, 1852; 
with such appropriations as have been carried to 
the surplus fund; which was laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the War Department, 


tra 


amount drawn by requisition from the Treasury 
in the same period, and the balance on hand the 
ist July, 1852, with such appropriations as have 
been carried to the surplus fund; which was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair 1s requested to 
present to the House a communication from the 
Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, con- 
taining a preamble and resolutions, adopted De- 
cember 14, 1814, relating to certain matters con- 
nected with the Navy of the United States. 

[he communication, on motion of Mr. CLING- 
MAN, was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE moved that the House 
adjourn. 

The question was put, and on a division, there 
were—ayes 62, noes 59. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine, demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. With the consent of 
the House, I will withdraw the motion to adjourn. 


There was no objection, and the motion was 
withdrawn. 


RECEPTION OF PETITIONS. 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
lates for petitions. 
Mr. LANE. I ask leave to introduce a bill, of 
which previous notice has been given. 


Mr. FICKLIN. I object, and call for the reg- 


war order of business. 
Mr. FAULKNER presented the petition of Anne 
E. Bronaugh, praying that a certain judgment 


§ 


tstate, may be released to her; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

_ Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, I desire to ask 
the Speaker if the States have not been called twice 
now for petitions? 


The SPEAKER. They have been called twice. 


, Mr. JOHNSON. Is it not in order now to call 
the States for resolutions? 


The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. JOHNSON. When will it be in order? 

TheSPEAKER. The next Monday. Reports 
are now in order from the Committee on Elections. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama. I move that the 
ouse do now adjourn. 


smitting, in pursuance of the act of Congress || 
approved Ist of May, 1820, a statement of the ap- | 
propriations applicable to the service of the War | 
Department, for the years 1851 and 1852; the 


in favor of the United States, against her husband’s | 


vuarters of 1851, and the first and second || 
"1852, as adjusted by the accounting | 
«org of the Government; which was laid upon 








_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


GS moved to refer the communica- | [Cries of ** No!”’ ** No!’ 


The question was then taken, and the House re- 


| fused to adjourn. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Do I understand 


| the Chair te say that reports are in order from the 


Committee on Elections? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so announced. 

Mr. JONES. Then will it not be proper to call 
up the unfinished business of yesterday? 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending 
to reconsider the motion by which the second 
branch of the resolution reported by the Commit- 
tee on Elections, in relation to per diem and mile- 
age to Mr. Taliaferro, was rejected. Itis in order 
to call that motion up at any time. 

Mr. JONES. I call it up, and move to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. STANLY. I would inquire of the Chair, 
if the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] 
is not entitled to the floor upon the motion to re- 
consider ? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. STANLY. 


He is. 
I hope the gentleman will al- 


| low the motion to go over. 


Mr. JONES. 
Mr. STANLY. 


I prefer to dispose of it now. 
Some of the committees have 


| not been called for reports for six or seven months, 


and I am very anxious that they should be called. 
But aside from that, [ hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will not call up the motion at this time, 
because I am desirous that the House should have 
an opportunity to hear the gentleman from Mas- 


| sachusetts, [Mr. Dayrs,] in relation to the merits 


of the case of Mr. Taliaferro, for lam sure the 


| House does not understand the question, after the 


vote of yesterday. 
Mr. POLK. I hope my colleague will allow 


the motion to go over. 


Mr. JONES. 
ing it up now. 
CHARLES J. INGERSOLL. 


Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Elections, 
then reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House pay to Charles J. 


Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania, out of the contingent fund, the 
same per diem and mileage allowed to members of Con- 


Well, I will not insist upon call- 


| gress, computing the same from the commencement of the 


Twenty-sixth Congress to the first of July, 1840, inclusive, 
for contesting the seat between him and Charles Naylor, 
that being the day on which the case was decided. 


[Here the report of the committee was read by 
the Clerk.] 

Mr. JENKINS. Is it in order to move to refer 
this subject to the Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER. Such a motion would be in 
order. 

Mr. JENKINS. ThenI make that motion. 

Mr. ASHE. I believe, Mr. Speaker, | have 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from New York, that as the gentle- 


| man from North Carolina has not yielded the floor, 


| time in my remarks upon this report. 


his motion would not be in order, as he has not 
the floor to make it. 

Mr. ASHE. I do not intend to occupy much 
his case 
was reported by the Committee on Elections, at 
the first session of the last Congress, and during 
that long session it was impossible, for some time, 
to get the report beforethe House. It finally came 
before the House, and was referred to the Com- 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


where it slept, and was not again brought before 
the House Jaton that session. 

Again, at the first session of the present Con- 
gress, it was referred to the Committee on Elec- 


| tions, and they authorized the same report to be 


made to the House, but it was impossible to bring 


| it before the House for consideration at all. 


This case stands upon the same ground, as is 
shown by the report, as the other cases of this 
character, which were before the House yester- 
day. Iam not disposed to go into an argument 
on the subject, and thereby detain the House. If 


| there ever was a case where a man was justified in 


contesting a seat, this is that case. The very fact 


| that one half of the inspectors gave him a certifi- 
| cate; the very fact that he came here with the ap- 


| 


pointment of the Governor of the State, was au- 
thority to him tocontest the election, and the reason 
why the seat was not awarded to him, was in con- 
sequence of the New Jersey case, which was con- 


tested at that time, having created so much excite- | 
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ment, that the House was not disposed to take it 
up. 

I call the previous question, 

Mr. JENKINS. Is not 
order ? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not until the call for the 
previous question is disposed of. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will the gentleman with- 
draw his call fora moment? I wish to ask hima 
question. 

Mr. ASHE. Iwill. 

Mr. LETCHER. I could nat hear the remarks 
of my friend over the way, (Mr. Asue,} which 
seemed to be addressed to the Democratic side of 
the House. I desire to inquire whether this re- 
port now presented to the House, was not con- 
sidered during 


my motion now in 


the last Congress, and if it was, 
what disposition was made of it at that time? 

Mr. ASHE. It was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LETCHER. Has it never been acted 
upon before ? 

Mr. ASHE. Not that I know of. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask the 
gentleman a question in relation to this case. I 
understood the gentleman to say that Mr. Inger- 
soll’s claim was rejected by the same House which 
ousted the New Jersey men, and brought in their 
contestants. Was not that done by the political 
friends of Mr. Ingersoll, and is not that presump- 
tive evidence that he had no right to the seat? 

{Mr. ASHE here made a reply not heard by the 
Reporter. 

Mr. JONES. 


The Democrats were in the ma- 


jority in that Congress, and as I know, Mr. 


Speaker, and as you know, this case has been 
here repeatedly for the last ten years, and we have 
always refused to pay it. 

Mr.STANLY. My colleague will allow me also 
to sayaword. I think my friend from Tennessee 
[Mr. Jones] is right, for I had the honor, or mis- 
fortune, to be a member of Congress at that time. 
Now, if this claim was not rejected by that Con- 
gress, [ am inclined to vote for it. I think when 
a man comes here and contests a seat upon fair 
grounds, it is due to him as a public servant that 
he should be paid his expenses. But [have some 
indistinct recollection of some opposition to this 
claim upon its merits. I suggest that it should lie 
over for a little examination. If I am satisfied 
that it has not been rejected, I shall vote for it. 

Mr. ASHE. In answer to my colleague, [ will 
say that all | know of this case is, that it was 
referred to the Committee on Elections at the time 
I stated, and that the committee unanimously 
authorized the report to be made. It was made. 
That report came up for consideration, and it was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, where it slept. 

Now, I assure the House that personally I do 
not care whether they pass this resolution or not, 
but it is a just claim, and therefore I reported it to 
get it off my hands, and relieve my mind of it. 
~ | renew my call for the previous question. 

Mr. LETCHER. I call for the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. STUART. Irise toa question of order. 
I understood the chairman of the committee to 
state that there is now pending a resolution like 
this, reported to this House at the last session, 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and waich is there at 
this time. Now, I submit the question of order, 
that while that resolution is salina, the commit- 
tee cannot report another. 

The SPEAKER. If there be such a proposi- 
tion as that reported by the committee now in 
possession of the House, the Chair is inclined to 
think the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. Srvarr] 
is right. 

Mr. STUART. The gentleman from North 
Carolina now says that was during the last Con- 
gress. If that be so, it is a different question. | 
thought that he first said that it was at the last 
session. 

The SPEAKER. 
been demanded. 

Mr. BAYLY. Will the gentleman from North 
Carolina allow me to say a single word ? 

Mr. ASHE. I will withdraw the cali for the 
previous question for a moment. 

Mr. BAYLY. My own opinion in respe _ to 
these contested elections, always has been, that 
where the contest .was a bona fide one, the contest- 


The previous question has 
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ant ought to be paid his expenses. If he werecom- 
ing here to assert an individual claim, then he 
ought, as far as expenses are concerned, to abide 
by the decision of the House,and if it were against 
him, pay his own expenses. But he does not 
come here to assert an individual claim, but the 
right of his constituents, and under those circum- 
stances, where the contest is a bona fide one, it 
seems to me that it is due to our very system of 
government, so faras representation is concerned, 
to adopt such a course, in this respect, that would 
not putit out of the power of a poor man to con- 
test his seat. But, sir, 1 desire to say further, 
that I know of no case of a contestant which has 
been brought before this House, where he has not 
been paid. The very strongest case which ever 
occurred, was the case of a personal friend and 
former collearue—I mean the case of the Hon. 
John M. Botts—whose claim was paid at the last 
Congress. In that case, the Committee on Elec- | 
tions was unanimously against the contestant, and 
upon solemn debate in this House, and upon the 
yeas and nays, there was not a solitary member 
to sustain his case, and yet, upon a contest so 
emphatically repudiated as that, the American 
Congress paid him his per diem and mileage. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle- 
man from Virginia permit me to ask him if the 
House, which decided so unanimously against 
Mr. Botts, did not refuse to pay him the per diem 
and mileage ? 

Mr. BAYLY. 
upon that point. 

Mr. JONES. Mine is. 

Mr. BAYLY. I know that his case was sub- 
sequently rejected two or three times, yet it was 
finally passed. I voted against Mr. Botts’s case. 

Mr. JENKINS. [hold in my hand the Journal 
of the first session of the Twenty-ninth Congress; 
and it appears that resolutions were offered for the 
mayment of the claims of Messrs. Ingersoll and 
Telinferro. Mr. Ingersoll being then a member 
of this House, a motion was made by Mr. Hodge, | 
of Illinois, to lay these resolutions upon the table, | 
and they were laid upon the table by a vote of 114 
to 39, there then being a Democratic majority of 
about fifty in the House. 

Mr. BAYLY. I am perfectly aware that this 
case has been heretofore laid on the table; but wh 
make Mr. Ingersoll a scape-goat from the uni- 
versal practice of this House? You voted yester- 
day a part of the claim of Mr. Taliaferro, of forty 
years standing. Mr. Ingersoll came here and con- 
tested his seat, because he had a commission of the 
Governor. And why make him an exception? 
Equality is equity. 

ir. AVERETT, (by leave interrupting.) I | 

know that my colleague is well eesbad 4 regard 
to Congressional action in cases of contested elec- 
tions. I will interrupt him but for a moment to 
inquire, when and in what case Congress first 
agreed to pay mileage and per diem to claimants to 
seats on this floor, decided not to be duly elected; 
and why Congress at the time, in full possession 
of all the facts, failed to make the allowances now 
asked in those antiquated cases? 

Mr. BAYLY. Ido not recollect. I renew the 
call for the previous question, made by the gentle- | 
man from North Carolina, (Mr. Asue.] 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order to move to lay 
this resolution upon the table? | 

The SPEAKER. Itis in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. ThenI make that motion. | 

Mr. McMULLIN. Iask for the yeasand nays 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MACE. I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. [ask for the yeas and nays 
upon that. 

Mr. ASHE. 
nays. 

ellers were ordered; and Messrs. McNair, and 
Campsent of [llinois, appointed. 

The House was then divided, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 15, noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, and it was agreed to. 

So the House adjourned until Monday next at 
twelve o’clock, m. 


My recollection is not certain 


I ask for tellers upon the yeas and 


NOTICE OF BILLS. 
Mr. FREEMAN gave notice that on to-morrow, or some 
subsequent day, he would ask leave to introduce a joint | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


resolution requiring the President of the United States to 
cause an immediate survey of the most feasible passes in | 
the Rocky and Sierra Nevada Mountains for the construc 
tion of a railway from the Mississippi valley to the Pacific 
ocean. 

He also gave notice that on to-morrow, or some subse- | 
quent day, he would ask leave to imtroduce a bill to grant 
alternate sections of public Jand to aid in the construction 
of certain railways in the State of Mississippi. 





PETITIONS, &c. j 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

sy Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of Bela Young, of Lis- | 
bon, New Hampshire, @ soldier of the war of 18)2, praying | 
fur an increase of pension. } 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Moses D. Hogan, | 
praying for compensation tor property belonging to him de- 
stroyed by the Sioux Indians. 

By Mr. ALLISON: The remonstrance of A. W. Towns- 
end and 78 others, citizens of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, 
against an appropriation of certain moneys in aid of the 
Colonization Society. 

By Mr. PULLER, of Maine: The memorial of John Young | 
and 60 others, praying Congress to make an appropriation 
for a break water on the Island of Martinicus. } 

By Mr. BERNHISEL: The memorial of the Governor | 
and Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah, pray 
ing Congress to detach one or more of the Corps of ‘Topo- 
graphical Engineers to make a triangulation or geodetic 
survey of the southern portion of that Territory. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of John P. Arnot, W. H. | 
Blodgett, B. 8. Doty, and 108 other citizens of Green Bay, 
asking an amendment to the act granting the “ swamp 
lands” in the State of Wisconsin to that State, and also 
making a grant of land to aid in the construction of a rail 


road from Green Bay to Prairie du Chien, along the valleys | 


of the Neenah and Wisconsin rivers. 


sy Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee: The petition of | 


Zebulon Alphin, asking for a pension for revolutionary ser- 
vices. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 27, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. James GALLAHER. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commv- | 


nicating a statement of the appropriations for the 
War Department for the fiscal year 1851 and 1852; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 


communicating a statement of the receipts and | 
| expenditures on account of the Navy pension fund 


for the year ending September 30, 1852; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. SEWARD submitted additional documents 
in relation to the claim of Hugh W. Dobbin; 


which, with the papers on the files of the Senate | 


respecting the said claim, were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. HAMLIN submitted additional documents | 


in relation to the claim of Joseph Mitchell; which, 
with the papers on the files of the Senate respect- 
ing the said claim, were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire also to present the 
memorial of Elijah L. Hamlin, mayor of the city 
of Bangor, Maine, and some 300 or 400 other 
persons asking for the passage of the bill from the 
House of Representatives, now before the Senate, 
entitled ** An act making grants of Jand to aid in 
the construction of railroads, and for other purpo- 
ses,’’ by which a portion of the public lands may 
be granted to each of the States. I believe that 
the subject has been reported on, and therefore I 
ask that the memorial lie on the table. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of West Bloomfield, New York, praying the 
adoption of measures for the amicable settlement 
of international difficulties; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BORLAND. I desire to present a memo- 
rial on the necessity, the importance, and the prac- 
ticability of constructing « railroad from the Mis- 
sissippi river to the Pacific ocean. This is a me- 
morial, Mr. President, which has been prepared 
by a committee appointed ata railroad convention, 
held at Little Rock, Arkansas, on the 4th of July 
last, consisting of delegates from the several States 
of Tennessee, Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas. 
The committee has prepared this memorial under 
instruction from the convention, and I have re- 
ceived a copy of it, with a request to present it to 


the Senate. As the subject is now before the Sen- 


ate, and as they declined, the other day, to refer 


it to a committee, I move that the memorial be | 


laid on the table and printed. 


Dee. 27. 


: me 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BUTLER submitted an 
ment in relation to the clain: of 1} 
De Treville; which, with their Petition on + 
of the Senate, was referred to the Cor el 
Revolutionary Claims. , 
Mr. CASS submitted documents jn 


additiona) dines. 
e heirs of J : 


NMittes 


favor 


| grant of land for the construction cr Pg oe 
alire 


from Pontiac, by the way of Flint to ar 
bay, and’ from Manitowoc to Kewang ane 
with branches to Iron bay and Ontonae, n 


‘ 1s wi 
was referred to the Committee on Pubic os 
zinds 


REPORTS FROM STANDING CoMMITTpp, 

Mr. HAMLIN. TheCommitteeon Com.” 
to which was referred the memorial of Wa, * 
Alexander, praying for a register for the ha... 
May, of Baltimore, ask to be disc hareed f.. 
the further consideration thereof. 1 desire i 
that the general law passed by Congres - 
cisely this case. P 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on p,) 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of ky 
James, senior, and Edwin James, junior, | , 
ae for losses sustained in Consequence 
the illegal suspension, and subsequent abrovatiny 
by the Surveyor General, of their contracts fo. 
surveying certain public lands in Illinois and Mis. 
souri, submitted an adverse report thereon: which 
| was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to wh ' 
was referred the bill from the House of Represent. 
| atives, ‘* authorizing certain soldiers of the jars 
| war with Great Britain to surrender the bouny 
|| lands drawn by them, and to locate others in icy 
|, thereof,” reported it without amendment. 


RAILROADS IN MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN, 
Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution. 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be ip 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making a granto! 
alternate sections of public land, towards the construction 
of a railroad from Pontiac, by the way of Flint, to Mar 
quette bay, in the county of Mason, State of Michigan, and 
from Manitowoe, in the State of Wisconsin, to Kewana 
Point, upon Lake Superior, with branches to Iron bay and 
to Ontonagon. 


CLERK TO COMMITTEE. 


Mr. WELLER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Select Committee appointed to inves 
tigate the charges against J. R. Bartlett, Commissioner w 


| 
run and mark the boundary line between the United States 
|, and Mexico, be authorized to employ a clerk. 

| 


S Meets pre. 


Win 
rayty 


BROWN, RUSSELL AND CO. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, the Senate proceed- 
ed to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill for the relief of Brown, Russel] & Co. It 
proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to ascertain, from such competent evidence as may 

| be submitted to him, the amount of actual !oss or 
damage sustained by the late firm of Brown, Rus 
| sell & Co., who were engaged in transporting sup 
plies for the army in New Mexico under coi 
tract made in September, 1850, in their efforts 
comply with the orders or requirements of the m'- 
itary officers of the United States, and to pay the 
amount thus ascertained, to William H. Russe! 
and John S. Jones, surviving partners of that 
firm, provided the sum shall not exceed $20,000 
Mr. WELLER. I suppose that the bill bes 
| been reported by one of the standing commitiees 
of the Réaaté. but I desire to inquire why thet 
restriction is imposed upon it. If this be an hor 
est claim, I think it should be paid to the utter 
|| most farthing, and I do not, therefore, perce''® 
why the committee, in reporting the bill, shou d 
fix the limitation which it contains, on the avé' 
ing officers, because, as I affirmed before," ! 
|| bea just claim, every cent of it should be pa. 
|| Whatever damages the parties did sustain i col 
sequence of their contract with the Government 
officers, the Government should pay, if the cla 7 
be just; and, unless there be some good reas” 
assigned to the contrary, I shall move to strike 
out the limitation on the amount. s 

Mr. ADAMS. 1 do not recollect any 

reason for the proviso which is inserted, 00'® 


the 


| 


|| that, in the opinion of the committee, upon 
evidence before them, the just claim could not ¢ ; 
_ ceed thatamount. They were, therefore, dispo** 

















"+ 


~? 


1852. 


- the officers to a sum which, in their opin- 
the testimony in the case, would cover 


ve et of loss for which the Government was 


, satisfied that this claim is a most 

rious one. ‘The facts are briefly these: 
Coons een were old contractors. They took this 
ina ie ta late period of the season, in conse- 
: af the confidence of the Government in 

. ability to execute It, when no other men 
“id undertake it. They succeeded> in trans- 
a8 wwisions necessary for the supply of the 

ornment troops, uaul they reached a point not 
= ae a from Santa Fé, when a snow-storm 
» on, and they were compelled to stop. The 
ors of the Government gave express orders 
they should move forward, notwithstanding 
“jifeulties interposed by the snow-storm; and 
sbeving the orders of the Government, and sup- 
lying its troops, they sustained a very heavy loss, 
hich, it is most clear from the evidence, they 
-ondd not have sustained but for this order. They 
pad in their contract secured the right of delay, if 
‘ney should think proper to exercise it; but the 
jer was an imperious one, from the officer in 
-ommand, and they believed it incumbent on them 
» execute it. In fulfilling that order, and in re- 
ieving the actual wants of the troops, they sus- 
ined this heavy, and to them ruinous, loss, ‘The 
committee were of opinion that the losses sustained 
in consequence of obeying the order under such 
circumstances, should be made up to them by the 
Government, Still the committee were of opinion 
that the loss should not be estimated to exceed 
420,000. [haveno great choice as to whether the 
litation be stricken out or not, but the opinion 
of the committee, from the testimony before them, 
was that the limitation was a proper one. 

Mr. WELLER. I shall not persist in my mo- 
tion under the statement which has just been made 
by my friend from Mississippi, because if the 
-ommittee who were charged with the investiga- 
tion of the subject, were satisfied that the damages 
ought not to exceed $20,000, | concede that it is 
proper to impose that limitation. I do not, there- 
fore, make any motion to strike out the amount. 

Mr. BRODHEAD called for the reading of the 
report of the Committee on Claims, and it was ac- 
cordingly read. From that report it appears that 
Joseph Clymer was the regular contractor for trans- 
porting public stores between Fort Leavenworth 
and Santa Fé, for the year 1850, and by the terms 
of his contract, he could not be required to start 
trains later than the Ist of September. 
of an attempt to send stores to Santa Fé, by way 
of Texas, and an increase in the forces of New 
Mexico, rendered it necessary to send a large 
amount of stores over the Fort Leavenworth route 
after the Ist of September. There was no time at 
that season to issue a but the assistant 
quartermaster made direct application to the most 
energetic and experienced contractors, to under- 
take the transportation. He found it impossible 
to obtain contracts at any price for the entire 
route; but Brown, Russell & Co., undertook to 
transport six hundred and eighty-four thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-four pounds. They en- 
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The bill was then reported to the Senate with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not want to interpose any 
objection to this bill, but it really seems to me that 
it is introducing a new principle, and a very dan- 
gerous one. If the principle which seems to be 
established in the bill is to be followed up, | ven- 
ture to say that millions of dollars will not pay 
the claims that will be brought against the Treas- 
ury. If you sanction the principle that when 
contractors, influenced by an honest desire to ful- 
fill their contracts, sustain losses, they are to be 


| reimbursed, we shall be overflowed with applica- 


tions. ‘he country is fullof such cases; and | un- 
derstand that to be the principle of this bill. 

Mr. RUSK. ‘The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire misapprehends, I think, the circumstances 
ot the case. If he had listened to the reading of 
the report, he would have ascertained that this 
bill does not rest upon the principle which he im- 
agines. These men, according to the statement, 
of the report, and according to the testimony, made 
acontract to delivera certain amount of provisions 
in New Mexico. They had the means necessary 
to do that. The enterprise required a large amount 
of capital. They proceeded to fulfill their con- 
tract, andin going towards Santa Fé, they were 
overtaken by a snow-storm, which is of frequent 
occurrence in that section of country, and, as a 
matter of course, they stopped to take care of their 
animals. It would, perhaps, be well to explain, 
that in the prairie country, sudden snow-storms 
ure apt to blow up, and the consequence is, that 
if the cattle remain upon the prairie exposed to 
the storm, they die. A great many trains have 
lost all their cattle by their exposure to such 
storms. When a storm approaches—and travel- 
ers generally understand it, and these men did per- 
fectly—persons endeavor to reach some place 
where there is timber, or some cove in the moun- 
tains, and they remain there until the storm is 
over, and thus save their teams. ‘These men could 
have done that; they could have taken the usual 
course to preserve their teams, and still have com- 


| plied with their contract, because that did not re- 


tered upon the service with energy, and put their | 


trains In motion with the utmost practicable dis- 
patch, About the 25th of November, they reached 
San José, which is forty-five miles from Santa 
le, where they were arrested by a snow-storm 
ofunusual severity. Mr. Brown, the senior part- 
ner, proceeded to Santa Fé, to consult the mili- 
lary officers. He reached that city in a state of 
great debility, and in a few days died. As he 
did not return, Mr. Jones, an agent of the com- 
pany, proceeded to Santa Fé, and, on his arri- 
val there, was told by the officer in command, 


that the stores must be brought in immediately, | 
and that if they could not do it, he would send for 
he stores, and have them brought in at the ex- 


pense of thecontractors. In this emergency, Mr. 
Jones felt himself bound, at all hazards, to comply 
with the requirements of the military officers of 
the United States, and accordingly ordered the 
trains to be put in motion, and, after great fatigue 
and suffering, and the loss, by cold and want of 
‘orage, of a large portion of the animals, the con- 
tractors succeeded in delivering the whole of the 
_ Property at . 

he Committee think the case is one of unusual 
hardship, and therefore recommend the passage 


of a bill, to 
tained. ° pay the actual amount of loss sus- 


Santa Fé, early in December. || 


quire them to deliver the stores at Santa Fé at any 
particular time. But imagining that the troops 


| might need supplies, they sent on one of their 


company to Santa Fé. As soon as he arrived 
there, the officers of the Government issued orders 
for them to come on, and bring the supplies at all 
hazards. As I understand the reading of the re- 
port, the person who first went on, took sick and 
died at Santa Fé. These men, in attempting to 
comply, not with the contract, but with the orders 
of the officers of the Government, lost the princi- 


pal portion of their teams, and the damage, for | 


which they ask payment, was a consequence, not 


| of a failure, or of an inability on their part to | 


comply with the contract, but of their going be- 

ond the contract, and complying with the orders 
of the officers of the United States at Santa Fé. 
That, as I understand it, is the principle involved 
in this case. 

Mr. ADAMS. I will only add a single word 
of explanation. The parties, by their contract, had 
a right to stop at the time they did, and save their 
property. But the troops in Santa Fé were suf- 
fering for want of provisions, and the officers in 
command issued an imperious order, requiring 
these parties to come on at all hazards through 
the snow; and in attempting to execute that order 
they did go on, and lost all their cattle; but still 
they supplied the wants of the army according to 
the contract. It is for complying with the order 
of the Government officers that this bill provides 
payment. It involvs no new principle at all. 

Mr. CHARLTON. The question seems to me 
to turn on the point just stated by the Senators 
from Texas and from Mississippi, whether these 
parties contracted to deliver within a certain time; 
because the whole of the merits of their case 

| would depend upon the answer to that question. 
If they merely contracted to carry these articles 
to Santa Fé, and had their own time within which 
to do it, unquestionably they had a right to stop; 
| and if they were ordered on, it would be estab- 
lishing no new principle, but it would be a clear 
duty of the Government to pay them. But if they 
contracted to deliver the articles within a certain 
time, it was their duty to press on. Now, I do 
not recollect that, in anything which I have seen in 
| the papers, itis stated whether they were compelled 
|| to deliver the articles within a certain time or not. 


lol 


Mr. WELLER. There was no specific time. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. There was no limitation 
as to time at all. 

Mr. CHARLTON. If there was no specifica- 
tion as to the time within which the articles should 
be delivered, the case seems to me to be perfectly 
clear. 

‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read a third time, and passed 


CENSUS OF CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to suggest to the 
Chair and the Senate the propriety of taking up 
the Private Calendar, if we intend to consider pri- 
vate bills to-day. If there is no great public ques- 
tion to be considered, and we are to take up pri- 
vate bills, I think we should pursue that course. 

Mr. GWIN. I-hope the Senator will with- 
draw that motion for a moment, to enable me to 
offer a resolution. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 

Mr. GWIN. 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be required 
to append the census returns of the State of California, 
made by that State, to the report thereof now in course of 
preparation at the Census Office. 


Certainly. 
I desire to submit the following 


It is well known that the census of California 
taken by the United States officers was very de- 
fective. The State, subsequently to the time when 
it was taken, ordered the taking of another. Ali 
that [ want is to have the returns taken by the 
State appended to those taken by the United States 
officers, so as to give an idea of the population of 
the State. I hope the resolution will be consid- 
ered now. 

Mr. CASS. It is two and a half years since 
the census was taken, and [ desire to inquire 
whether it is ever to be printed; for if it is not, it 
is not worth while to pass this resolution. 

Mr. GWIN. That is a question which I can 
not answer. But if that census is to be printed, I 
should like to have the returns obtained by the 
State of California appended to those obtained by 
the officers of the United States in that State, which 
were inaccurate. 

Mr. CASS. I am afraid the next decade will 
be upon us before this census is printed. 

Mr. BORLAND. I cannot very definitely an- 
swer the question of the Senator from Michigan. 
I wish the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bavanp] 
were in his seat. He is chairman of the special 
committee appointed by the Senate to consider the 
subject of printing the census, and could perhaps 
answer the question better than I can. I will, 
however, say to the Senator from Michigan, and 
to the Senate, that before éither House of Con- 
gress can determine upon printing the census re- 
turns, they will have to determine—the law makes 
it necessary—what they will print. That ques- 
tion was referred to a committee at the last session, 
and was reported back, and is now before the Sen- 
ate for its action. Whether the census returns 
are ina state of preparation for printing, I do not 
know. Weare told by the report from the De- 
partment that they are, in great part, I think, pre- 
pared; but whether the Senate and the other House 
will agree to print precisely what is sent in asthe 

| census returns, and in the form in which itis sent, 
is another question. ‘That remains to be deter- 
mined, and the question can be called up at any 
time, when the Senate think proper to consider it, 
and acted upon. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not see very well how the 
Senator from California will be likely to accom- 
plish his object. It seems to me that it is rather out 
of the province of the Senate to give an order to 
append to the census, when it is printed, a par- 
ticular paper, or any particular statement. It 
rather belongs to Congress. If such a direction 
is given, it is to be given to those who have the 
subject in charge, and it must be done by a joint 
resolution. 1 do not see how the Senate can very 
well, ir, consistency with its own dignity and 

ower, pass such a resolution as is now before us. 

Mr. GWIN. [am willing to put it in the form 
of a joint resolution. We have already legislated 
upon this subject. The census returns of Cali- 
fornia, taken by the United States officers, only 

| show a population of ninety-one thousand or 
ninety-two thousand. That census was so noto- 
riously incorrect that Congress passed a law allow- 
ing two Representatives to the State on the ground 
| that it was not correctly taken. So incorrectly 
|| was it taken that it was not regarded by the State 
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at all. It was required, by the Constitution, to 
obtain a census for the purpose of apportioning its 
representatives, and the State, to obtain accurate 
returns, took a newcensus. My object is to have 
it appended to that taken by the United States offi- 
cers, in order to show something like the popula- 
tion, not only of that State, but of the United 
States. I wil! alter it to a joint resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS. I am not opposed to the object 
of the resolution, but to the mode of obtaining it; 
though I can hardly think that figures so inaccu- 
rate, statements so incorrect, as the returns were 
represented to be at the time we acted upon the 
subject, can be worth preserving in any form. 

Mr.GWIN. They are there, however, and I 
want something approaching nearer to accuracy 
appended to them. 

Mr. BORLAND. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from California, that I think he can accom- 
plish his object better by making his resolution a 
joint resolution, so as to give it the effect of a law, 
and making its terms somewhat of this character: 
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to re- 
ceive and consider the returns to which the Sena- 
tor alludes, as the census returns of California— 
believing them to be more correct than those ori- 
ginally made from that State—and let them be in- 
corporated into the general plan of the census re- 
port, as the reports from the other States have 
peen. 

Mr. GWIN. The objection to that is, that this 
census has been taken since the census of the 
United States was taken, and covers a larger pop- 
ulation than could have been legally returned in 
1850. I merely want it as a memorandum to be 
attached to the census returns to give an approxi- 
mation to the real population, not only of that 
State, but of the United States. If the State 
census had been taken in 1850, my object could be 
accomplished in the way the Senator proposes; 
but it was taken subsequently. I wish merely to 
have appended to the census returns, which were 
notoriously defective, the census taken by the 
State authorities. 

The PRESIDENT. By unanimous consent, 
the joint resolution will now have its first reading. 

No objection was made, and it was read a first 
time by its title, ‘* A joint resolution in relation to 
the census returns from the State of California,’’ 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRATT. I am very loth to oppose any- 
thing coming from my friend from California; but 
I do not think the principle right, that the returns 
to which he refers should be incorporated as a 
part of the census. The census of the United 
States is an enumeration of the inhabitants at the 
end of every period of ten years. 
ation to which the Senator refers was made 
perhaps two years after the enumeration in the 
other States. Therefore, if it is appended by the 
authority of Congress, as a part of the census, the 


result will be, that instead of showing the popula- | 


tion of California in 1850, it will show it at the 

eriod when this latter census was taken—in 1852. 

hat, I think, would be wrong. The Constitu- 
tion requires that at the end of every ten years an 
enumeration of the inhabitants shall be made, and 
it is published to the country as the census. The 
publication of the last census will give to every 
other State an approximating estimate, at any 
rate, of their population in 1850; while the propo- 
sition of the Senator will cause to be published the 
population, or supposed population, of California 
in 1852. I do not see that any good purpose can 
be answered by it. I think the honorable Senator 
has stated a fact, which of itself is sufficient to 
show that Congress had recognized the inaccuracy 
of the enumeration made by the United States 
authorities in 1850, viz: that we had given to Cali- 
fornia two Representatives, although the returns 
in that enumeration entitled her to but one. We 
have, therefore, by legal enactment recognized the 
insufficiency of the returns made by the United 
States officers. I think that is all which the State 
should require. I do not think that any good pur- 
pose would be answered by appending the estimate 
of the population in 1852 to the census, which, in 
reference to every other portion of the country, 
purports to be the population in 1850. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I recollect very well, when 
the subject was before us at the last session, that 
it was not only stated, but, I think, satisfactorily 

roved to the whole Senate, that the enumeration 
of California, under the law, was incorrect. That 


The enumer- | 
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was not only the fact, but, if | am not wrong in | 
my recollection, there were some counties from | 


which no returns had ever been made. 
state of things, Congress saw fit, in apportioning 
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In that | 


the number of Representatives, to give two to that | 


State. 


and all the evidence that has been furnished, will 


Under the law providing for the taking of | 
the census, all the returns which have been made, | 


be incorporated in the compilation which will be | 


made at the Census Bureau. The Senstor from 
California now, for the gratification of the citizens 
of his State, asks not that anything shall be 


stricken from that compilation, as | understand it, | 
not that anything shall be changed, but that the | 


erumeration, and the enumeration only, taken by 
the State the year subsequent, which shows ac- 
curately and truly the population of the whole 


State, shall be added as an appendix or addenda | 


to that compilation. I can see no objection on 
earth to it; and it would be gratifying not only to 
the people of the State, but to all who desire to 
know what is its real population. I cannot see 
that itis material whether it were at the precise 
time when the enumeration was taken by the Uni- 
ted States authorities, or at a period subsequent. 


There is another way, however, in which this | 


could be reached. When the Senate shall see 


proper to order the printing of extra copies of the | 


census returns for its own use we could order to 
be printed whatever we please. We can take the 


compendium as it is prepared at the Census De- | 
} prey 


partment, and add to it what the Senator from 
California desires, if we think proper to do so. 


Still, [ think a joint resolution of this character, | 


which would secure the same thing in copies 
printed by both Houses, is the proper mode of 
reaching it. I really can see no objection to it. 
The joint.resolution was then ordered to a sec- 
ond reading; and by unanimous consent read a 


second time and considered as in Committee of the 
W hole. 


No amendment being proposed, it was | 


reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 


for a third reading. 


It was subsequently read a third time and passed. 


THOMAS B. PARSONS. 
Mr. BRADBURY. 


[ ask the indulgence of | 


the Senate to postpone all prior orders for the pur- | 


pose of taking up a bill for the relief of Thomas B. 
Parsons. It isa bill which allows a small arrear 
of a pension to a poor sailor, who performed one 
of the most meritorious acts recorded in history. 

Mr. CASS. What has become of the motion 
of the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania ? 

Mr. BRADBURY. It is suspended by his 
consent, in behalf of this case. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. 


Appeals were made to me | 


in behalf of old soldiers, and I could not resist | 


them. 

Mr. CASS. Very well. 
them. 

The motion to postpone the prior orders was 
agreed to, and the Senate proceeded, as in Com- 


I will not oppose 


mittee of the Whole, to the consideration of the | 


bill for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons. 

The bill provides that the proper accounting 
officer of the Treasury shall pay to Thomas B. Par- 
sons, who was disabled while in the naval service 
of the United States, in a successful effort to save 
the lives of seven persons, the sum of three dollars 


per month from thé third day of September, 1808, | 


till the first day of June, 1835, the same being the 


difference between the rate of pension for a sea- | 


man and that of a cockswain, which grade he oc- | 


cupied at the time of his injury. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, this bill is 
for the relief of a poor sailor, who received an in- 
jury in performing one of the most noble and gal- 
lant acts on the records of history. It was one, 


that if he had been a Roman citizen, would have | 


entitled him to a civic crown, nay, to seven, for he 
saved the lives of seven American seamen, at the 


eminent hazard of his own—and Rome conferred | 
the civic crown on him who saved the life of a | 


Roman citizen. 

I will detain the Senate but a few moments in 
stating the facts of this case. 

In 1808, Parsons, the sailor in question, was a 
petty officer in the United States Navy, attached 
to one of the gun-boats that were employed off the 
coast of Louisiana to enforce the embargo, and sup- 

ress piracy. While engaged in this service, the 
had occasion tosend out asmall cutter, with a sail- 


| sons and Browne were the only per 


| disabled him for life, and he was soon after «¢is. 


| without a special act. 
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dore) Jones, six seamen, and Parsons as eng 
on board, on an expedition. In crosaine 
to get out to sea, the cutter was suddenly. 
by the breakers, and filled and sunk ‘Y Sry 
twelve feet water, a mile from ti : 


kswa 7 
the he 


mM ter 
'€ shore. Pa» 


=. SONS Who emi 
swim. Another roller capsized the — 


emptied out its contents, and it rose to 
Parsons and Browne assisted their dro 
panions to regain and cling to the bog 
each taking an oar, started to swim for the ' 
The tide was strong against them, and iw 
reaching the shore Browne gave out,and Pars,” 
at the hazard of his own life, gave up hin es ~ 
him, and struck for the land without dicen F 
Having reached it, he divested himself of his, 
ing, and swam back and brought Browne tot 
shore just in time to save him from sinkine : 
so much exhausted that he could not Stand foe 
several hours. The tide carried the capsized 
with the other men clinging to it, out to gp 
several hours exposed to what seemed to \,., 
evitable destruction. But upon the return of fo, 
tide, the boat was drifted toward the land , 
point several miles distant, and Parsons acajy ,, 
newed his efforts to save his companions wu, 
swam to the wreck and brought off Jones, 
then returned, and brought off another: and amet 
set off, and brought to the shore the boat, with 
the remaining sailors clinging to it. co 
In this last effort he produced a rupture y 


OAL, and 
he SUPfag ¢, 
WNING eon 
t, and the 
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charged,’ turned adrift ** incurable,” without ne». 
sion, vote of thanks, or other mark of distinerio: 
such as is sure to follow such noble acts when yer. 
formed by the great. Nothing further was hear 
of Parsons until 1835, when he could no Jonge 
depend on the assistance of his friends, and he 
applied to Congress for a pension. This state. 
ment was so extraordinary that Mr. Reed, , 
Massachusetts, chairman of the House Committe 
on Naval Affairs, supposed it must be the story 
of an insane person; and as Commodore Jones 
was referred to, he applied to him, and found the 
statement confirmed in every particular. An act 


for his relief was passed by Congress; but the ey. 


dence of the capacity in which he served when he 
received the injury (that of a petty officer) wos 
either overlooked or there was no evidence upo 
that point before the committee, and the pension 
allowed was at the rate of six dollars per mont 


| while the rank he held entitled him to nine dollars 


per month, 

The bill under consideration will give him three 
dollars per month from 1808 to 1835, being the 
difference between the pension of a common sailor 
and that of a cockswain, the post which, as | 
have already stated, he occupied when he suffered 
the injury which now deprives him of the abi 
ity to do anything for his support. The few 
hundred dollars which this bill will give, will carry 
comfort to a poor sailor, who, upon every princ- 
ple of justice, deserves it. I hope it will receive 
the unanimous sanction of the Senate, and that 
it will find some friend in the House who wil 
interest himself to call it up for action at this ses 
sion, as another session may be too late. 

The facts are all detailed at length in the very 
interesting statement of Commodore Jones, which 
is inserted in the report of the Committee on Navel 
Affairs, made to the Senate at the last session, a¢- 
companying this bill. . 

Tke bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, and was read a third time and passed. 


JONATHAN LEWIS. 


Mr. BORLAND. I have a case which | think 
will not occupy the attention of the Senate buta 
very few minutes. It is one which has once 
passed the Senate, but failed to pass in the House 
for want of time. It isa joint resolution for te 
relief of an object of pity and charity in the Silt 
of Arkansas, of the name of Jonathan Lew’, 
who has been for many years acripple, and has 4 
large family to support. The bill is to makecom 
pensation for losses of property which he su* 
tained in the Indian country, and which, under 
general law, although his case is an equitable 0" 
is not provided for in the terms of that law; 
owing to peculiar circumstances, cannot be se 
1 hope the Senate ¥! 
It is only pre 


and 


agree to take it up and pass it. 


| ing master, Browne, Midshipman (now Commo- |! posed that testimony shall be taken in the cas¢; 
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1852. al 


ent shall not be made until the 


a paym . . 
und that the pa} oved to the satisfaction of the 


um is clearly pr 

-.» Department. 
ba Trion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
fhe mot nittee of the W hole, to consider 


1 as in Coma 
pees ee resolution for the relief of Jonathan Lew- 
oin . 


the ol roposes tO direct that the United States 
18 oe the Cherokee Indians be authorized to | 
ae and receive evidence of the property forcibly 
ae Se nat destroyed, from Jonathan Lewis 
vee terokee Indians, half-breeds, or white men 
by om ibe or other tribes of Indians 


neing to said tr 


is the said Lewis was a resident among said | 
between the years 1839 and 1843, and 
forward to the Secretary of War 
oh evidence. It is proposed to make it the duty 
rae tary of War, after such evidence shall 
to examine the same and to ascertain 
ne value of the property lost by Lewis, and to 
~» over to him its value. The sum of $1,500 
_-apropriated by this bill for that purpose. 

Mr. BORLAND. Ifany explanation is needed, 
ny colleague, who reported the bill from the Com- 
‘ee on Indian Affairs, will be prepared to give 
«bot f apprehend that the terms of the resolu- 
von are sufficiently explicit. «It commends itself 
yrompt and favorable consideration, from 


Ir fans, 
t said agent 


f the Seere 


| 


he re eived, 


| would, without question or hesitation, have been 


me the fa : that the individual asks payment only for 
® sic actual losses which he sustained, although 
fom the day when he lost his property he has 
heen a miserable cripple and unable to walk in con- 
sequence of injuries received at that time. He 
© has been going upon crutches for a long period of 
© years, and has a family of seven or eight children 
© io support, who are actually in a destitute condi- | 
uon. 
Mr. HALE. I hate to oppose private bills, 
and certainly private claims coming from cripples 
who go upon crutches and have large families, 
® and | do not know that I shall oppose this. But 
© Ihave heard no reason why this man should be 
a paid, except that he lives in Arkansas, goes on 
© crutches, and has seven or eight children to sup- 
b port, and has lost his property. The reason why 
re we are to pay for this lost property is not stated. 
Sy If there be any facts, I suppose the report will | 


state them. 

™ Mr. BORLAND. Iwill say to the Senator 
| that the resolution does not provide for the pay- 
ment of the claim, but for taking testimony by the 


) 


» Cherokee agent as to the amount of property de- 
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stroyed, which is to be forwarded to the Secretary 
iy of War, who, upon being satisfied of the justness 
of the claim, is to pay the money, and not before. 


Mr. HALE. Thatis the difficulty. The reso- 


ition directs certain inquiries to be made, and 


ry 


‘ 
lk 


' then if the Secretary of War is satisfied with re- 


gard to the claim, the fifteen hundred dollars is to 
be paid. The difficulty in my mind is, that I can 
© see no reason why this man should be paid. Is 
|) there not a general law on this subject?) On what 
h le is it that a man residing among the In- 
dians, and having his property destroyed, shall 


United States? If that principle were sanctioned, 
the United States Treasury would be called upon 
to pay every dollar that has ever been destroyed 
by Indians, no matter under what circumstances. 
Now, if there be no circumstances which would 
make the United States equitably bound to pay, I 
cannot support this resolution. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. 
Hampshire seems at a loss for some principle upon 
which to support this resolution. I beg leave to 
say to that Senator, that so far as the principle of 
the bill is concerned, it is intended to be based 
upon the same principle as that of the intercourse 
‘aw of 1834, by which all such cases are made the 
Subjects of indemnity from the Treasury of the 
United States in the last resort. The injuries for 
Which the claimant asks redress in this case were 
depredations upon his property and injuries to his 


person committed by the Cherokee Indians, 
Tang whom he resided under the laws of the 


was that of a blacksmith. The conduct of the 
wild and lawless Cherokees towards him was of the 
_ outrageous character, consisting of injuries 

mmitted upon his person and depredations upon 
his Property, burning his house, and finally, when 


a out of the country, pillaging upon his estate. 


testimony to show the state of the case with regard 


to his losses, satisfactorily, was, that he feared | 
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receive compensation from the Treasury of the | 


The Senator from New | 


/nited States, and having’ a license. His trade | 


1¢ reason, I believe, why he never could collect | 


| which have received the action of the other House, 
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personal violence if he should return to the coun- | the Senate to take up the Private Calendar and 
try to make out his testimony. He had,as I rec- |} consider the bills in their order, | have the case of 
ollect, the certificate of the Superintendent of In- || an old soldier which | shall ask them to consider. 
dian Affairs, and also of the local agent, showing Several Senarors. ‘Take up the calendar. 
his title to redress. The Committee on Indian Mr. BRODHEAD. As it seems to be the de- 
Affairs were unable, however, from the data in || sire of Senators to take up the calendar, I shall 
their possession, to fix upon the amount to which || forbear to make the motion [ was about to make, 
he was clearly entitled to redress. They there- || and now move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
fore reported back the joint resolution to enable | sideration of the Private Calendar. 
the Indian agent to take such evidence as Lewis The motion was agreed to. 
offered, and report the facts to the Department. 
If the testimony could have been clearly obtained 
by the agent before, it would have been a case 
coming precisely within the law of 1834, and 


THOMAS H, LEGGETT. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Thomas H. Legvett, that being the first private 
paid out of the Indian annuities; but as such tes- || billon the calendar. It proposes to direet the 
timony could not be obtained, it is necessary to || Secretary of the Treasury to refund to Thomas 
pass a special act authorizing the Indian office || H. Leggett a sum equal to the increase of duty 
there to take thetestimony. Il further understand || imposed by the taritf act of 19th May, 1828, on 
that upon that report being made by the local In- || two invoices of blankets, flannels, and bocking- 
dian agent there, the money will in the first place || baize, imported from Liverpool, invoiced at £1,526 
be paid out of the Cherokee annuities, and not out l7s. 9d. sterling, equal to $6,786 15, and entered 
of the Treasury of the United States. These || at the New York custom-house on the 8th of 
claims are only ultimately paid out of the Treasury || July, 1828, on satisfactory proof that the contracts 
of the United States, when they cannot be paid out || for the goods were entered into in the winter of 
of the annuities of the Indians. 1827 and 1828, and could not be canceled soon 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate || enough to prevent their importation under the in- 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


creased tariff of 1828, and that the firm of Leggett 

& Co. did not realize the ordinary profit on those 
importations. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I entertain the opinion 
that this case ought to be postponed on account of 
the absence of the Senator from Virginia, {Mr. 
Hunrer,} who is at the head of the Finance Com- 
mittee. When this case was under consideration 
at the last the Senator from Virginia 
offered some opposition to it, and was proceeding 
to state his objections, but he was not fully heard. 
It is therefore proper that this bill should be passed 
by until that Senator returns to his seat. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope this bill will not be 
postponed. I voted against proceeding with busi- 
ness in the absence of nearly one half of the mem- 
bers of the Senate, because | thought the tendency 
of such a course was to produce partial and un- 
} equal legislation. | was overruled in that; and 
now it appears to me that when a bill comes be- 
fore the Senate, after they have determined to pro- 
ceed with the Private Calendar, it should not be 
postponed because of the absence of a Senator sup- 
| posed to be opposed to it. [| was willing to pass 
| by the whole calendar for the purpose of having 
the aid and assistance of the Senators who are ab- 
sent; but if that is not a sufficient reason for post- 
poning all, the absence of a single Senator is no 
reason for passing by one bill. . 

The PRESIDENT. To what length of time 
does the Senator from Pennsylvania move to post- 
pone the bill ? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Till to-morrow, I pre- 
sume. I do not wish the bill to lese its place in 
the calendar. I simply made the motion becaure 
I presumed the Senator from Virginia was desir- 
ous to discuss it. 

Mr. BORLAND. 
discuss it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is a question relative 
to the refunding of duties upon which 
chairman of the Finance Committee, is well in- 
formed. 

Mr. HALE. When! made the motion which 
I did make, at the instance of an older Senator 

than myself, who backed out and voted ‘* no,”’ 
| when he found it was unpopular, I stated that 
I made it not for my own sake, but for the 
sake of those gentlemen who were 
thought it was unjust to them to take up the Pri- 
vate Calendar in the absence of so many members 
of the Senate; but as the Senate, in their wisdom, 
determined that they would take it up, notwith- 
standing the absence of those gentlemen, I think that 
the argument which is good for the whole is good 
for all the parts. If we are not to postpone the 
whole calendar, because some twenty or thirty 
Senators are absent, | think we ought not to post- 
pone any one bill because one Senator happens to 
be absent. Now, I do not know anything at all 
about this bill, end, what is more, I do not care 
anything about it; but still | think we should be 
consistent. I am in favor of consistence ytoa 
sonable extent; and | hope we shali proceed, or 
else postpone the whole calendar. 

Mr. BORLAND. I hopethis case wiil! 
If it is not the pleasure of || poned. It has been before us for a good while. 


RECESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. HALE. I understand there are a great | 
many Senators absent, in obedience toa well-known 
custom of the Senate, and it would be unfair to 
them and to their constituents, to take advantage 
of their absence; therefore, not because I have 
any peculiar desire myself for such relaxation, but 
in consideration of those who are not here, | move 
that when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 
meet on Thursday next. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I would suggest to the 
honorable Senator, that he should withdraw that 
motion, for the purpose of meeting here during the 
week to consider cases upon the Private Calendar. 
I think we had better meet here to-morrow and 
Wednesday, and proceed to the consideration of 
those cases. If we do not take up the Private || 
Calendar this week and next week, the bills upon 
it will not be considered at all this session. There 
are bills upon the calendar which have come from 
the House, which we should consider and act 
upon. I hope, therefore, the motion will not be 
agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Iconcur in every word which 
the Senator from Pennsylvania has said. We 
have upon our calendar a large number of bills 


session, 


and been sent to us. If we dispose of them finally, 
we will be rid of them; if not, they will come to 
trouble us at another session. I hope, therefore, 
that the Senate will take up the Private Calendar 
and act upon private bills; particularly those which 
have been sent from the House. There has been 
a great deal said about some of them, and we 
should act upon them either affirmatively or nega- 
tively. 

Mr. BORLAND. I agree with the remarks of || 
the Senator from Pennsylvania and the Senator 
from Maine. Notonly willit be a matter of policy 
to take the course suggested by them, but we 
should do it from a sense of jusfice. These long- 
delayed claims—which have been reported on by 
committees, and many of which have passed in 
one House and failed in the other for the want of || 
time—should be acted upon and disposed of. I || 
think it would be the most agreeable and accepta- 
ble duty to themselves, that the Senate could per- 
form, to devote a few days of the Christmas holi- 
days to the performance of this just, and, if the 
expression may be allowed, generous duty. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the yeas and nays upon the 
motion, and they were ordered; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 10, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clemens, Fish, Hale, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Mangum, Morton, Rusk, Seward, Shields, and 
Soulé—10. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Atchison, Bell, Borland, Brad 
bury. Bright, Brodhead, Brooke, Cass, Catheart, Charlton, 
Clarke, Davis, De Saussure, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 
of lowa, Feich, Gwin, Hamlin, James, Norris, Pratt, Se- 


bastian, Smith, Sumner, Toucey, Underwood, Upham, 
Wade, Walker, and Weller—31. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. 


I know that he desires to 


he, as 


absent. I 


ren 


enost- 
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It was before us at the last session; and it was | now; but I think it is the duty of the Senate to 


then postponed time and _ again, because the Senate 
were unwilling to consider it. It was one of those 
bills which came up once or twice on those Fri- 
days when private bills could not be discussed, 
and it was laid over because there were Senators 
who intended to discuss it at length. It comesup 
in the absence of those Senators who are best in- 
formed upon it. It comes up in the absence of a 
Senator who stated to the Senate formally that he 
intended to discuss it at length. 

Ifthis were an ordinary case, involving only the 
amount of money to be paid, it would not be of so 
much importance to lay it over, because the mere 
payment of the money would not be a matter of 
very great consideration; but this bill involves a 
very important principle. It involves this ques- 
tion: Whether we shall, for the benefit of a single 
individual, ora single company, repeal our whole 
tariff system, and make it operate in favor of one 
firm, or of one individual, and enforce its provis- 
ions, onerous as they may be, on others standing 
on precisely the same footing, as commercial men. 
In this case, goods were ordered under one rate of 
duties, and they were introduced under another, 
and a higher rate. Now, the persons who ordered 
them come forward and ask us, to do what? To 
refund to them the higher rate of duty which they 
had to pay, or, in other words, to pay them the dif- 
ference between what they actually made on the 
goods, and what they might have made if they 
had introduced them a year or two sooner. As | 
suggested on a former occasion when this subject 
was up, if it be right to pay to merchants the profits 
which they might have made upon an importation, 
if it had been brought in under a low rate of du- 
ties, it would be also proper to reverse the thing, 
and to say, that when we reduce the duties, we 
should make merchants, who had ordered goods 
under a previous higher tariff, and introduced them 
under the lower tariff, refund to the Government 
the difference between what they did make, and 
what they might have lost under the higher rate. 
As I said before, this is partial legislation. It is 
repealing the whole tariff system for the benefit of 
a single firm. 

Mr. PRATT. If my friend from Arkansas 
is correct in stating that the principle which he 
has announced is that involved in this bill, I ap- 
prehend that the Senators present are fully as 
competent as the universal attendance of the Sen- 
ate would be to decide upon it. There is no doubt 
that if the Senator is ciel 
ciple involved in the bill, it would be rejected by 
an almost unanimous vote of the Senate. There 
is, therefore, | apprehend, no reason to postpone 
its consideration. I do not see any use in taking 
up the Private Calendar, if every bill which is 
reached is to be postponed because some Senator 
is absent who may desire to speak upon it. It is 
a very plain proposition, that if the Senator be 
right in seen the principle really involved in 
the bill, it is one about which we who are here 
will not differ; for certainly we will reject the bill, 
for nearly every one will vote against it. There 
can be no reason, therefore, for its postponement. 
A postponement is equivalent to a rejection of a 
bill, and I think we are as competent to decide 
upon the principle which the Senator says is 
really involved in it, as if every member of the 
Senate were here. I do not see any use in post- 
poning it. Let us go on regularly with the 
calendar. By so doing we can accomplish a great 
deal of good, and will evince to the country at 
any rate, adesire to do justice to claimants against 
the Government, who have been for years press- 
ing upon us to have their cases decided. I do 
hope that the Senate will occupy their time in 
considering the bills as they are on the calendar. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I believe this bill was reported 
from the Committee on Commerce by the Senator 
from New York. If I am right in my recollec- 
tion, | was opposed to that report being made. I 
would ask the Senator from New York, if I did 
not vote against the bill in the committee? 

Mr. SEWARD. 


not exactly accurate in his recollection. 


He as- 


sented to the report being made, but reserved the | 


right to examine the case, and vote against the bill 
if he should think proper. 

Mr. HAMLIN. My impression is that I with- 
held my approval. 
vote against the bill. That was the opinion which 
I held in the committee, and that is my opinion 


it as to what is the prin- | 


The honorable chairman is | 


At any rate, I intend now to | 


| act upon the bill, and to act upon it at this time. 


If the course suggested by my friend from Penn- 


| sylvania is to be taken in relation to this case, | 


upon the suggestion thatan honofableSenator who 


| desires to oppose it is absent, then when the next || 


bill is reached, some other Senator may rise and | 


| suggest to the Senate, that another Senator opposed 


to that bill is absent, and so you may go through 


| your calendar, and not get a single case consid- 


| ered except those to which there ts no objection. 
Now let us act upon this bill, and let us take up || 


our calendar, and go through it, as the Senator 
from Maryland suggests. 


Let me make one other suggestion. There can 


| be no possible harm growing out of an affirmative 
| vote of the Senate on this bill, because no bill of 


this character that passes the Senate, which has 
not already received the sanction of the House, 
will be reached by the House during this session. 


| It is really, therefore, a matter of no importance. 


If | could have my way, [ would confine the ac- 


| tion of the Senate to House bills alone, because, 
| by doing that, you would act definitively on as 
| many matters as you could settle; and, in my 


judgment, if you were to pass every private bill 
on your calendar which has originated with the 
committees of this body, and were to send them 
to the House this day, there would not bea single 


| one of them reached there during this session. 





Why, look at their calendar; it is now so large 
that it is a moral impossibility for them to dispose 
of probably one half of the bills that will come 
before them, during this session. 

Mr. SEWARD. I shall not certainly, on the 
motion to postpone, enter upon the discussion of 
the merits of the bill; though I shall, if I think it 
necessary, do so, if the Senate determine to proceed 
with this order of business, and keep their atten- 
tion confined to this bill until it shall be disposed 
of. I content myself on the present occasion, with 
asking a division of the Senate on this motion. 

Mr. BORLAND. Before a vote is taken, [ de- 
sire to say this: | have no doubt in my own mind 
that the principle which I suggested is involved in 
this bill; but I do not feel prepared, particularly at 


| this time, to undertake to show that to the Senate, 
| as clearly as [ think it might be shown, and as | 





think it would be shown, if other Senators, who 
take the same view of it as myself, were present. 
For that reason, | am desirous that it should be 
discussed by those more familiar with it, and better 
prepared to present its real character. There is a 
peculiar propriety in postponing this bill, on ac- 
count of the absence of the Senator from Virginia, 
who has announced to the Senate his intention to 
discuss it, and who certainly could not have ex- 
pected it to have come upto-day. Heis the chair- 
man of our Committee on Finance, and it has been 
made his special duty, as such, to consider such 
questions as this. He has given special attention 
to the matter, and he is prepared to go into it at 
length, and I believe he can show conclusively to 
the satisfaction of the Senate, that the bill ought 
not to pass. And for that reason, I hope it will 
be postponed until he shall come back. Perhaps 
the absence of any other Senator might not require 


| such a proceeding; but the position of the Senator 
| from Virginia, as chairman of the Committee on 





ua 


Finance, would seem to require it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If we are to havea division 
of the Senate at this time, I think it will lead to an 
adjournment, because there is no quorum present. 
My object in proposing to the Senate to consider 
private bills, was to dispose of those to which there 
was no serious objection. In view of the fact that 
there were so many Senators absent, I supposed 


} 


| 


| under consideration, and also hee 
| a quorum present to entert 








that we might proceed to consider small pension 
bills, and cases involving no important principle 
and very little money. I hope, therefore, that this 
bill will be postponed, and that we will proceed 
and consider those bills to which there is no serious 
objection. 

The Senate having divided on the motion to 
postpone, there were—ayes 11, noes 13; no quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to submit a motion 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
Executive business. If we find ourselves without 
a quorum in Executive session, we can then ad- 
journ. 

Mr. HALE. I move the Senate do now adjourn. 

The question being taken, there were, on a di- 
vision—ayes 5, noes 17; no quorum voting. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| of a call of the House. 





| 





_ Mr. HAMLIN. I would inquire of th 
if it is necessary that a quorum Should y 
question of adjournment? , 
The PRESIDENT. No, sir; it is no 
Mr. HAMLIN. Then I would inion ‘ 
motion to proceed to the consideration f ou 
utive business is not in order? OF Exe, 
The PRESIDENT. because a | 


“use there 
ain such a motion 


Mr. HALE. I would inquire if anything ; 
order, except silent contemplation on this state . 
affairs? core! " 

The PRESIDENT. Business cannot 
ceeded with in the absence of a ¢ 


Mr. ADAMS. 





__ Dee. 97, 





€ Chair, 
Ote Ong 


It is not, 


18 Not 


State of 


be pro. 
' juorum, 
would suggest the Propriety 
7 


[Cries of ** No!” **No!”” 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I wish to ask 
consent, a quorum being presumed to 
to consider a small pension bill, 

Mr. SEWARD. I am obliged to withhold my 
consent; and I move that the Senate adjourn _ 
The motion was agreed to, there being e 
division—ayes 12, noes 11; and ee 

The Senate adjourned. 


Hnanimoug 
Y€ present, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. 
Monpay, December 27, 1852. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m, 
by the Rev. James GaLLaner. 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved, 

The SPEAKER. The business first in Order 
is the consideration of a motion made by the om. 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Harris, ] to suspend 
the rules, that the following resolution may bein. 
troduced: 

Resolved, That there be paid to Francis H. Smith, oytoy 
the contingent fund of the House, one hundred and fijy 
dollars, for his services in reporting the evidence taken ly 
fore the Committee on the Judiciary, relative to the charges 
against the Hon. John C. Watrous, district judge for the 
district of Texas. 

Mr. MACE. I expect to be absent from the city 
for about eight or ten days, and would ask the in- 
dulgence of the House, for leave to present a few 
reports from the Committee on Claims, that they 
may be referred and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. All the members 
of every committee have reports to make, but are 
not afforded the opportunity; and I shall object to 
any report from any committee out of its order. 

[Cries of ** That is right!” ** That is right!” 

Mr. MACE. I move asuspension of the rules, 
that I may be enabled to submit the reports to which 
I have alluded. 

The SPEAKER. The pending motion to sus- 
pend the rules must be first disposed of. 

THE GEORGIANA AND THE SUSAN LOUD. 

Mr.SMART. [ask the unanimous consent of 
the House, for leave to introduce the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to commun 
eate to this body, if not incompatible with the public inter 
est, what measures (if any) have been taken, since the 27th 
day of January, 1852, for the indemnification, by the Span- 
ish Government, of the captains, owners, and crews of 
the barque Georgiana and brig Susan Loud, in conse- 
quence of the capture and confiscation of said barque and 
brig by the Spanish authorities. 


Mr. HARRIS. I object to the introduction of 


the resolution, and call for the consideration of the 


Prayer 


| motion to suspend the rules, submitted by meon 
| last Monday. 


Mr. SMART. I would appeal to the gentle 
man to withdraw his objection, as this is a res 
lution merely asking for information on a subject 
of importance to my constituents. 

Mr. HARRIS. I withdraw my objection. 

The question was taken and the resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. SMART. I thank the gentleman for his 
kindness. [Mr. S. handed his remarks upon the 
above resolution to the Reporter, which are pu 
lished in the Appendix. } 

Mr. MEACHAM. [ask the unanimous ©" 
sent of the House for leave to introduce the res 
lution which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I call for t¢ 
regular order of business. , 

he SPEAKER. The regular order is the co” 
sideration of the motion of the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Harris] to suspend the rules ard 
the purpose of introducing the resolution which 


| has already been read by the Clerk. 
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eTANLY. I objected to the introduction 

Mer. eeeletien last Monday; but if I am now 

nt tail to make a short statement, I will with- 
mi 


raw that objection. . 

~ My. HARRIS. Let the gentleman make his | 
1 TANLY. I withdraw my objection to 
wavoduction of the resolution. I cannot vote 
* but wish to interpose no delay. I objected | 
“nen the resolution was submitted because the | 
vommittee employed this clerk without permission 

-° she House, and because I thought its passage 
nid therefore set a very bad precedent. The | 
ve which came before the Judiciary Committee, | 
ol aware, was a Very important one, involving, | 
ag it did, the character of a man who held a highly 
~enonsivle office under the Government. Had 
authority been conferred upon that committee to 
employ this clerk, 1 should not have interposed 


he 


opjection. 


Mr. HARRIS. The gentleman has withdrawn 
his objection, and I therefore withdraw my mo- 
tion for a suspension of the rules, and ask that the 
question be put on the adoption of the resolution. | 
Mr. STUART. |! demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. VENABLE | 
and BeaLe were appointed. 

The question was put on the adoption of the 
resolution; and the tellers reported—ayes 89, noes 
18; no quorum voung. 

Mr. STANLY. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the demand for the yeas and nays is a busi- 
ness transaction, and requires a quorum as well 
as the passage of a bill, or any similar act. If it 
be the pleasure of the House, the Chair will pro- | 
ceed again to divide the body. 

Mr. STANLY. I suppose that is a business 
transaction also, and, therefore, object. 

Mr.CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that there 
bea call of the House. 


Mr. FICKLIN. That is also a business trans- | 


action. 

Mr. STUART. I demand tellers upon the mo- 
tion that there be a call of the House. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Stanton, of 
Kentucky, and Fickurn were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
decided in the negative, the teller® having reported 
—ayes 31, noes 90. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was adopted—yeas 107, nays 34; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, John | 


Appleton, William Appleton, Ashe, Babcock, Thomas H. 
Bayly, Beale, Bowne, Bragg, Breckinridge, Briggs, Albert 
G. Brown, Buell, Burrows, Burt, Busby, Caldwell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Chastain, Churchwell, 
Clark, Clemens, Cleveland, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, 
Curtis, Darby, John G. Davis, Duncan, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Florence, Freeman, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gam- 
ble, Gaylord, Gorman, Green, Gray, Grow, Harper, Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Haven, Hendricks, 
Hibbard, Hillyer, Horsford, Houston, Howard, Thomas M. 
Howe, Ingersoll, [ves, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 
Jones, J. Glaney Jones, George G. King, Kurtz, Landry, 
Mace, Martin, Meacham, Mullson. John Moore, Morrison, 
Murray, Olds, Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, Por- 
ter, Powell, Preston, Riddle, Robinson, Scudder, David L. 
Seymour, Origen 8. Seymour, Smart, Benjamin Stanton, 
F ederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. 
Stephens, Alexander H. Stephens, Stone, St. Martin, Tay- 
lor, Thurston, Venable, Watkins, Welch, Addison White, 
Ww leox, Wildtick, Williams, and Woodward—107. 
NAYS—Messrs. Averett, Barrere,Bocock,Jobn H. Boyd, 
Brenton, Joseph Cable, Dean, Dockery, Doty, Dunham, 
Ficklin, Floyd, Giddings, Hascall, Hebard, John W. Howe, 
Hunter, John Johnson, Letcher, Lockhart, Molony, More- 
head, Murphy, Nabers, Newton, Penniman, Perkins, Robie, 
— Stanly, Stuart, Sweetser, Walbridge, and Washburn 


A message was here received from the President 
of the United States by Mittarp P. Fitumore, 
his Private Seeretary, notifying the House that he 
did, on the 23d instant, approve and sign a bill 
and joint resolution of the following titles, viz: 


pi B. We. 164. “An act for the relief of James A. 


; be R. No. 29. * A joint resolution authorizing the settle- 
- nt of the accounts of the public printer for paper used 
y Mim since the Ist day of November, 1852.”? 


CLAIMS OF CUSTOM-HOUSE OFFICERS. 
Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I ask the unani- 


mous consent of the House for leave to introduce 
& resolution. 


a HILLYER. I understood from the Chair 
that the motion of the gentleman from Indiana 


. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| and paid in pursuance of the laws supposed by the Depart 


| and paid. | 
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[Mr. Mace] was to be taken up for consideration {| constituents had known, or even knew now, that 
when the resolution of the gentleman from Ten- || such a report came from a committee of which he 
nessee [Mr. Harris] was disposed of. was a member, and had been put upon the public 
The SPEAKER. The Chair could not assign || records and printed, he would not, perhaps, be 
the floor in advance, and he did not intend to state || forgiven by them. Yet he further stated that he 
that the motion of the gentleman from Indiana || had attended the sessions of that committee from 
would follow. The Chair replied to the gentle- || their beginning till their close, and had never read 
man, that a motion to suspend was not in order || or heard of such a report having been adopted by 
until the pending one was disposed of. them. Now, if gentlemen in the minority are 
The resolution of Mr. Stanton, of Ohio, was || allowed to make reports, the subject-matter of 
then read by the Clerk, as follows: which has never been submitted to or considered 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- by the whole of the committee, they have it in 
quested to inform the House of Representatives whether their power to bring forward matters for which 
claims are pending before the Treasury Department, in favor they could not get the concurrence of either the 


of sundry persons who now are, or heretofore have been, | egmmittee or the House, and 
custom house officers, whose accounts have been setiled 


to perpetrate a 
wrong on a whole community, or an entire class, 


ment to be in force at the time of such settlement, for addi- || and to place that wrong on the public records, 
tional pay under some construction of the laws regulating || beyond the reach of any man ever afierwards to 
their compensation not heretofore recognized by the Depart. || get himself right. I sugzestto the gentleman trom 


> 


ment; and if any such claim is pending, that the President . ; : 
inform this House— ; “ Georgia whether it would not be well to force 


1. What grade or character of officers is claiming such each gentleman to come forward with his reports 


additional compensation. | in the regular way; and whether it would net be 
2. Under what law or laws their accounts were settled best for us to bring about such a condition of 


3. Under what law or laws additional compensation is || things, under our rules, as will enable members to 


now claimed. | make their reports to the House when prepared 
4. What number of persons would be entitled to in- || to do ao. 
creased compensation on the construction of the laws urged || Top yATS .: : 

: : | Mr. STE! SNS. I will not press y sug- 
by the claimants, and for what time, and what would be || Ir rEPHE press my sug 
the aggregate amount of all the claims for increased com gestion at this time. I did not presume any gen- 
pensation under their construction of the laws. tleman could make a report which had not reeu- 


5. When, and by whom, were these claims first presented || larly passed his committee. From a consideration 
Treasury De ont, ¢ hat action has been he - . . 
to the Treasury Department, and what action has been had | of the suggestion of the Chair, touching reports 


upon the subject by the Secretary or any of the accounting : 

officers of the Treasury. accompanied by bills, | withdraw the proposition 
6. What opinions have been given by the President, or l made. 

the ee - any ch gt Departments, in relation || Mr. BOCOCK. I wish to know of the Chair, 

» We p z 8. - - “2 

5. Widen ta ha ‘epttion of the President, any action for the information of the House, if we now permit 

of Congress is necessary or advisable, either to protect the the centleman from Indiana to make reports from 

Treasury from unjust claims, or to secure to the claimants || the committee of which he is a member, whether 

their just rights. ° the bills accompanying these reports will not have 
Mr. STANLY. I dislike to object, but I am precedence over bills which might be reported 

afraid I must. One half of the resolution was not || from committees before the one to which he be- 

read at all, and the other half was read so that || longs? — 

neither myself nor anybody else could hear it. If The SPEAKER. Bills take their plage on the 

any gentleman will give the House some inform- || calendar as reported, and the bills thus reported 

ation on the subject, I shall not object, if no one || would take precedence. 


else does; but I will not be responsible for the | Mr. HOWARD. I move to amend the motion 
| passage of the resolution. so that it will provide, that the Committee on 
{Cries of ** Read the resolution again !’’ ** Read || Indian Affairs shall also be permitted to report. 
it again !””] | There have been in my hands reportsagreed to by 
The resolution was again read. || that committee since eight months before the ad- 
| Several Mempers objected. | journment of the last session, and if this thing is to 
|| Mr. STANTON. _I movea suspension of the || go on, we never will get a regular call of com- 
rules, to enable me to introduce the resolution. | mittees. The only way in’ which we can arrive 
The question was put, and the rules were sus- || at It 1s to adhere strictly to the recular order of 
pended. | business. . 
The question recurring upon the adoption of || Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansag [rise to a privi- 


the resolution, it was put, and carried in the af- || leged question. I wishto brif& up a matter of 
firmative. some public interest, and that is a motion to re- 


So the resolution was adopted. consider the joint resolution which was voted down 
Mr. MACE. I move a suspension of the rules, || &t our last day’s session, granting two clerks and 
that I may be permitted, inasmuch as I am of ne- || & messenger to the Superintendent of the Public 


. ~ Ip o 
cessity compelled to leave the city, to make a few | I ee mes : 
reports from the Committee on Claims, that they || Phe SPEAKER. The motion may be entered, 
may be referred and ordered to be printed, but it cannot take precedence of the motion made 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I do not sup- || by the gentleman from Indiana. 
pose, if the House will reflect a moment, there Mr. JOHNSON. I will have it entered, then, 
can be any objection to allowing any member of with the Speaker’s permission, and call it up here- 
any committee, authorized by the committee of || after, 0 : 
which he isa member to report to the House, and The SPEAKER. Unless objection is made, it 
whose object is merely the reference and printing will be so entered. 
of the report, to do so through the Clerk. If The question recurring on the motion made by 
there be any who desire action on the reports they Mr. Mace, to suspend the rules, it was put, and 
are instructed to make, they will have to wait their decided in the negative. 
opportunity, and report in the usual mode. I sug- || REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 


gest only that members may be permitted to sub- CENSUS. 
mit to the Clerk, and have printed, any reports || Mr MEACHAM. lLask the unanimous con- 


they may be instructed to make by the committees 


of the House. ~ ; 
anil » Resolved, That 100,000 copies of the Report of the Super 
The SPEAKER. In what form does the gen- |) intendent of the Census, which accompanied the last mes 


tleman propose to have the first and second read- | sage of the President, be pristed separately for the use of 


sent of the House to offer the following resolution: 


ing of bills? | members of this House. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will state, Several Memsers objected. 
Mr. Speaker, that the proposition suggested by | Mr. MEACHAM. I then move to suspend 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Sternens] has | the rules, and ask for tellers upon the motion. 
been entertained in this House before. | was an Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Venapre and 
advocate of it myself, but from events which trans- | Ricuarpson were appointed. 
pired during the Thirty-first Congress, and which || The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
are familiar to all, I am fully convinced that it will || that there were—ayes 97, noes 26, 
not do, Permission was given to make reports || So the rules were suspended. 
from committees as now proposed; and that the [A message was here received from the Sen- 


House may know the result of that permission, I || ate, by Mr. Dickins, its Secretary, informing the 
will give the following illustration: A gentleman || House that the Senate had passed resolutions and a 
stated to me that a member from another State || bill with the following titles, viz: Senate No. 36,a 
had introduced a report which egregiously mis- || resolution for the relief of Jonathan Lewis; Sen- 


|, represented and maligned his State, and that if his | ate No. 66, a resolution in relation to the Census re- 
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turns from the State of California; Senate No. 535, 
an act for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons; and de- 
siring concurrence therein. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
if the resolution under consideration does not go 
to the Committee on Printing? It is not a rule 
which requires it, but it is the law of Congress, 

assed by both Houses, and approved by the 
esitiien. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules of this body, 
it must go to the ¢ ‘committee on Printing 

Mr. MEACHAM. I will modify it if it is ne- 
cessary. I suppose the resolution merely asks, or 
orders the printing of one hundred thousand copies, 
and of course it will take the direction which the 
law already demands of it. 

The SPEAKER. Itisthe decision of the Chair 
that it should go to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I wish to say that this 
work is now in type, and all the extra cost there 
will be in order that we may be furnished with 
this document to distribute among the people, will 
be the paper and press-work. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The law in regard to this 
question is to be found on page 35 of the Statutes 
at Large for the last session. It reads as follows: 


** All motions to print extra copies of any bill, report, or 
other public document, shall be referred to the Committee 
on Printing in the House in which the same may be made.’’ 


The SPEAKER. The Chair asks to refer the 
gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Mreacuam,] and 
the House, to the following provision of the law 
upon this subject: 


** Nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize the 
printing of the census, but the same shall be done as may 
be provided by law hereafter.” 


Mr. MEACHAM. It is not the census now 
proposed to be printed, but simply the report from 
the Superintendent of the Census, which accompa- 
nied the President’s annual message. But in or- 
der to avoid all difficulty—as I do not wish to 
consume the time—I propose to move a resolution 
that the Committee on Printing be instructed to 
procure for the use of the House one hundred 
thousand copies, &c. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That will bea vio- 
lation of the law, because it leaves the committee 
no discretion at all. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman refers the 
resolution to a committee, the law will be complied 
with. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The law itself refers the reso- 
lution so soon as it comes before us, and no motion 
is necessary. 
an extra number of any document comes before 
us, the law itsel@takes it to the Committee on 
Printing without any motion. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution goes, in the 
opinion of the Chair, under the law, to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, and is disposed of. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move that it 
be referred as it now stands. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I movethe previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
resolution goes to the Committee on Printing with- 
out a motion. 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to enable me to make 
a motion to take up Senate resolution No. 5, au- 
thorizing the President of the United States to con- 
fer the title of Lieutenant General by brevet for 
eminent services. 

Mr. HART. I object. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move a suspension of 
the rules for the purpose, and upon that motion 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move acall of the House, 
as there is a very thin House here now. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Letcu- 
ER’s motion, and there were—ayes 77, noes not 
counted. 

So a call of the House was ordered. 

The Cxerk then proceeded to call the roll, and 
147 members answered to theirnames. There be- 
ing a quorum present, 

On motion by Mr. STUART, all further pro- 
ceedings under the call were dispensed with. 

Mr. STANLY. I hope that in this thin House 
the vote will not be taken now, and that the gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Srernens] will give no- 
tice that he will call it up on Monday next. 


Sian 


| Riddle, Robie, Robinson, Savage, Origin 8. 


So soonas a resolution for printing || . R 
| following titles, viz: 8. 
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Mr. STEPHENS. I have as much confidence | ity of some three or four votes, ] 
| in a small House as in a large one, and I cannot | 


indulge the apprehension that this House will not 
pass the resolution. lam willing, however, to let 
it pass over, if gentlemen think proper. 
Several Mempers. Now is the time. 
have a vote. 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


Let us 


consideration of this resolution be postponed until 

next Thursday. 
The SPEAKER. 

unanimous consent 
Mr. CLEVELAND. 
Mr. STEPHENS. 


I object. 


day after that. 


‘I'he question was then taken upon Mr. Sre- | 
pHeNs’s motion,and there were—yeas 74, nays 70; | 
| as follows: 
Y EAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Allison, William | 
Sowie, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Breckin- | 
ridge, Brenton, Briggs, Burrows, Caldwell, Lewis D.Camp- | 
bell, Chandler, Chapman, Clingman, Conger, Darby, Dock- | 
ery, Duncan, Edmundson, Ewing, Gamble, Gorman, Grey, | 


Appleton, Bell, 


Harper, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Henn, Hibbard, Horsford, 
John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Ingersoll, 
Jackson, James Johnson, George G. King, Landry, 
Marshall, Martin, McMuillin, Meacham, John Moore, 
Morehead, Newton, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penni 
man, Porter, Preston, Sackett, Scudder, David L. Sey- 
mour, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 


Stone, St. Martin, Taylor, Thurston, Venable, Waldbridge, | 
Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Addison White, Wilcox, and | 


W illiams—74. 


NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, John Appleton, Averett, 
| Babcock, Beale, Bocock, Bragg, Buell, Burt, Busby, Joseph 


Cable, Chastain, Churehwell, Clark, Clemens, Cleveland, 
Cobb, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dean, Doty, Eastinan, Fick- 
lin, Florence, Floyd, Thomas J. D. Puller, Gaylord, Gid- 


dings, Gilmore, Green, Grow, Isham G. Harris, Sampson | 
W. Harris, Hart, Hendricks, Hilly@r, Houston, Howard, | 


Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kurtz, 
Letcher, Millson, Molony, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, 
Nabers, Olds, Orr, Penn, Perkins, Powell, Richardson, 
Seymour, 
Smart, Abraham P. Stephens, Stuart, Sweetser, Town- 
shend, Wallace, and Wildrick—70. 


There not being two thirds voting, the rules 
were not suspended. 
Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 


rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled, an act | 
explanatory of an act appropriating money for the | 


removal of the raft in Red river. 


[The following message was here received from | 


the Senate by Mr. Dickrns, its Secretary: 


Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed bills with the 
No. 493. an act for the relief of 
Brown, Russell & Co., which I am directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House therein. The President of the 
United States has notified the Senate that he did, on the 


16th inst., approve and sign a bill with the following title, | 


viz: S. No. 545, an act authorizing the Secretary of the 


‘Treasury to issue a register to the barque Queen of Dun- | 
dee, to be called Kate Wheeler; and that he did on the 23d 


inst., approve and sign bills and a resolution with the follow- 
ing titles, viz: S. No. 54, an act explanatory of an act sup- 


plementary to an act approved the 23d day of May, 1850; and | 


5. No. 448, an act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 


| to issue registers to vessels in certain cases; and also S. 
| No. 553, an act to amend the act approved the 31st of Au- 


gust, 1852, in reference to the appropriation for continuing 
the survey of the Mexican boundary. } 


| CLERKS AND MESSENGER FOR THE SUPER- 


INTENDENT OF PRINTING. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I call up the 
resolution now in regard to clerks and messenger 
for the Superintendent of Public Printing. There 


|"‘was a majority who voted against the resolution. 
| | was of that number. 
| for information, and then | wish to make a short 
| explanation in regard to it, 


[ask that it may be read 


The resolution was then read, as follows: 


‘* A joint resolution authorizing the employment of two 
clerks and one messenger in the office of Superintendent of 
Public Printing.”? 


Mr. J. said: The House have heard the resolu- | 
tion, and they will see that it is one giving two | 
clerks and a messenger to the Superintendent of | 
It is notorious to us all that our | 


Public Printing. 
public printing has never been in so prosperous a 
condition as it now is. It is so promptly and so 
well executed that it saves usa vast deal of trouble 
and annoyance. It gives to us the information 
that we ought to have at the commencement of a 


session—a thing which has never been heard of | 


before; at least, during my term of service here. 


This resolution is recommended by a Joint Com- | 
mittee of the House and Senate, and was voted | 


upon here the other day and defeated by a major- 


| proved its beneficial character, should os 
If the House will indulge-| 
me in making the proposition, | move that the | 


This can be done only by | 


If it is voted down, I shall | 
submit the proposition next Monday and the Mon- | 


|| state to the House, and it is this: that hitherto:h. 
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move Now a 


reconsideration of this matter, believing it ; 
= 8 rio 


[ think that the resolution should be pas m 
the ground that it is absolutely ess. ‘oh 


+ ey S88ential 
success of the system, Which, havine 


> the 


already 
y 


t be d. 
stroyed, and ourselves thrown back, as we — 


before, for the want of a pitiful and ingieni¢ 
appropriation in aid of the system itself. If C 
true, that so slight an appropriation as js } fx Ps 
volved—a little over $3,000 per annum—, wpa 
serve to us this system, and enable us to do y 
we never did before—keep our own ieteaiien . 
carry on the printing in a manner more pr on. 
and effective than has ever been done heretof,.._ 
it seems to’me folly in the extreme to reie as 
disregard it. I will present some facts jn 
to this matter, and the House will at once see {] 
utter impossibility of one man’s keeping the ... 
counts of the public printing; and if he pathy 
it, the express language of the law cannot be te 
lied with, and he must be compelled to regio, 
cs has any respect for himself, rather thay: 
the position which he holds shall fall into disre. 
pute because of a physical impossibility to ar. 
to the duties which the law attaches to it. 
This brings to my mind a matter which | 


an pre. 


ject 9 d 


relation 


attend 


W 


accounts against the Government for public priyy. 
ing have been made out altogether by those part a 
who did the printing. The Government never had 
any one employed for the purpose of investizat} : 
and making them out, but only to make a gener 
investigation of the accounts as they were pre. 
sented for payment by those who performed the 
printing. Now, under the express terms of this 
law, the Superintendent is compelled to keep those 
accounts, and keep them in accordance with the 
terms of the law itself. I have before me the 
books prepared by him, which will show at once 
the necessity for so slight an addition as that now 
asked, giving him two clerks and a messenger. 
By looking at these volumes, members will see at 
once how these accounts are to be kept, and will 
be enabled to form some idea of the character of 
the work. For instance, for this House alone, 
under the heads of documents, reports, bills, &e., 
there are to be entries of every article of printing 
ordered, whethegit be the printing of one copy, or 
one hundred, or fifty thousand copies. By the 
terms of the law establishing this printing bureau, 
each one of these headings will have to be kept, 
and under each will have to be entered, in detail, 
every item of printing ordered. 

In the first place, as to these entries of printing 
ordered. The Superintendent has to make entries 
respectively of the time when received; time whea 
delivered; the number of the document; the num- 
ber of the report; the title or the subject; the whole 
number of pages in small pica, plain or rule; in 
brevier, plain or rule; in nonpareil rule; the cost of 
composition of each article, or item of printing 
ordered; the number of extra copies; the number 
of maps or plates inserted; the cost of inserting 
those maps or plates; thededuction of extra copies; 
the cost of the press-work and binding; the deduc- 
tion on reserved copies; the total cost; time when 
returned by the printer; and then general remarks 
appertaining to the entries made. Through the 
process of these many entries every article of 
printing we order for this House is compelled ne- 
cessarily to be exhibited. There is one volume 
allotted to the entry of documents. The nex! 
volume comprises bills of the House of Represest- 
atives, and kindred items, which are compelled to 
be so entered as to exhibit the orders for each piece 
of printing; the time when received by the printer; 
the number of pages which shall be printed; the 
title or subject; then the whole amount, the time 
when returned, &c. 

If gentlemen will look at this matter for a mo- 
ment, they will see at once what a great number 
of entries must be made in the course of one ses- 
sion of Congress, in these books; and all of ', 
according to the law, is to be done by one sinz’e 
individual—the Superintendent of the Public Print- 
ing. This is not all. There is a third volume, 
for miscellaneous printing. If the House of Rep- 
resentatives desire their own accounts to be 50 
kept as to exhibit all these things fully, and thus 


| place it within the power of their own committees 


to investigate them at any time, and to judge ! 
their correctness, and the correctness of the pro- 
ceedings of the party superintending the printing, 
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e course must be taken with regard to mis- 
a 


the sar ¢ printing as the other printing. There 
neous . S . 

pea - tries of the time when received, and 
‘ e ert . 


the kind of printing ordered, the 
| in or ruled, the cost of com- 

“and a number of other items, which it is 
ee eecary for me to read. It will be remem- 
ms  eonnection with all this, that three more 
.. of the same character are to be kept for the 


delivered, 
er of copies, P 


4 


nal printing, and three for each one of the seven 
= srtments of the Government—twenty-seven 
Deps - to be kept in all, according to the terms 
yolumes 


sehe law which we have passed. In addition to 
) this labor, the duties of the Superintendent 
sel him to go to the printing office and exam- 
» and overlook them; and thus a great deal of 
hic time is taken up. 
‘ Inder these circumstances, it seems to me that 
hore can be no question upon our part, whether 
~-» should or should not allow this increased force 
‘© olerks and messenger that is called for, for the 
wenose of carrying out that law. In addition to 
at, the Superintendent is compelled to purchase 
ihe paper required, and to superintend the bind- 
- and to disburse all the money that goes out 
‘his respect. 1 suppose upwards of half a mii- 
on bas to be disbursed annually, by this officer, 
- egnnection with other Departments, and it must 
take time. With these facts befure us, it seems 
to me that there can be no doubt that we ought to 
orant this increased force. I therefore move a re- 
-onsideration of the vote by which the joint reso- 
lution was rejected. 

Mr. STUART. [I believe this question is un- 
derstood by the House, and I therefore call for the 
previous question. ’ 

' The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays; but they were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to reconsider, and it was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the passage of the 
joint resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 

uestion exhausted ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then I call forthe previous | 
question on the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman allow 
me to offer an amendment before he does that? 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will. I have no disposition 
at all to prevent the House from acting exactly as 
they wish. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I offer the following 
amendment: 


“ind be it further resolved, That the Secretary of the 
nate andthe Clerk of the House of Representatives be, 
and they are hereby, required to dismiss from their employ 

ment each, one clerk receiving the compensation of those 
hereby authorized to be appointed, and also each one mes- 
senger. 


Mr. STANLY. Is that amendment in order ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is inclined to the 
opinion that it is in order, as it relates to the same 
general subject as the joint resolution itself. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will not ob- 


[ 


Is the previous | 


5 


ject to the amendment, but I shall not vote for it. 


I move the previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order to move to 
ene this resolution until another day? The 

{ouse is much too thin to act upon it now. 

The SPEAKER. 
question having been ordered to be now put. 

lhe question was then taken upon Mr. Hovs- 
TON's amendment and it was rejected. 

The question now being, ** Shall the joint reso- 
lution pass ?”? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays. i 

Mr. AV 
and nays, 
4 lellers were ordered, and Messrs GayLorp and 
Bocock were appointed. 

The House was then divided upon ordering the 
yeas and nays, and the tellers reported 30 in the 
affirmative, 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 95, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. AbercrombiepAiken, Willis Allen, John 


pPPleton, William Appleton, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, 
owie, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Bragg, Breckinridge, Briggs, 


ERETT called for tellers on the yeas 


It is not in order, the main | 
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Burrows, Burt, Busby, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, | 
Chandier, Chapman, Chastain, Cleveland, Clingman, Dar 
by, John G. Davis, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Eastman, Ed 
mundson, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gay 
lord, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Grow, Har 
per, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, 
Heun, Horstord, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Ives, Jackson, 
James Johnson, Join Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Daniel 
T. Jones, George G. King, Landry, Marshall, Marti@, Me 
Muilin, Meacham, John Moore, Morrison, Murray, Orr, 
Samuel W. Parker, Peasiee, Penn, Perkins, Porter, Riddle, 
Robie, Sackett, Savage, Scudder, David L. Seymour, Ori 
gen S. Seymour, Smart, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Fred 
evick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abra’m P. Stephens, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Stone, St. Martin, Stuart, Taylor, 
Thurston, Venable, Washburn, Welch, Addison White, 
Wileox, and Wildrick—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Averett, Babcock, Beale, Bo 
cock, Brenton, Albert G. Brown, Joseph Cable, Clark, 
Clemens, Cobb, Dean, Dunham, Ficklin, Floyd, Grey, 
Isham G. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, Howard, 
John W. Howe, Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Letcher, Millson, Morehead, 
Murphy, Nabers, Penniman, Powell, Rebinson, Smith, 
Sweetser, Townshend, Walbridge, Wallace, Watkins, and 
Williams—42. 

So the joint resolution passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to recon- 
sider the vote last taken, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken upon the latter motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 


CENSUS RETURNS FROM CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of California. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to take up and 
put upon its passage, a joint resolution that has 
been passed by the Senate and sent down to the 
House, with reference to the printing of some ad- 
ditional statistics with regard to the census of 
California. 

There being no objection, the following joint 
resolution was taken up for consideration, and 
was read a first and second time by its title, viz: 
Joint Resolution of the Senate No. 66, ** in rela- 
tion to the census returns from the State of Cali- 
fornia.”’ 

The resolution directs the Superintendent of the 
Census to append the returns from the State of |! 
California to the report thereof now in course of 
preparation at the Census Office. : 

I'he joint resolution was then ordered to a third 


| 


reading, and was subsequently read the third time || 
_and passed. 


BOUNTY LANDS IN OREGON. 

Mr. LANE, by unanimous consent and pursu- 
ant to previous notice, introduced the following 
bills; which were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, viz: 

A bill granting bounty lands to the officers and 
soldiers who served in the Cayuse war; and a bill 
to provide for the location of military bounty land 
warrants by actual residents of Oregon Territory. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 1 ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That it shall be the standing and special order 
of this House, after to-day, to call the committees for suel 
reports as shall not give rise to debate, until all the commit 
tees shall be called; and if any report shall be made to 

| which objection is offered, such report shall not be received, 
but shall remain until the committees are regularly called 
under the rule of this House. 


Mr. HART. 1 object. 
| Mr. HARRIS. Then I move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If we adopt 
this resolution, in my opinion we shall be able to 
get through the presentation of reports to-mor- 
row—in one day. I hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. CLEVELAND ealled for tellers; which 
were ordered; and Messrs. CLincman and SMart 
were appointed. 

The question was then put, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 88, noes 29. 

So (two thirds voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended. 

The question recurred upon the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to my colleague an amendment, which I think 
would reconcile the House generally to that reso- 
lution. Itis that no bill reported under the call 
provided for in this resolution, shall be put upon 
its passage, unless by the unanimous consent of 
the House. 
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Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. My coileacue 
will perceive that no bill can be put upen its pas- 
sage under that resolution. 

Mr. JONES. Il suggest to my colleague that 
some geatleman may report a bill, move to refer 
it to some committee, and call the previous ques- 
tion, and then the reference may be voted down, 
and the bill passed by’ a bare majority of the 
House. 7 : . 

Mr. HARRIS. My colleague could prevent 
the passage of a bill under such circumstances, by 
simply saying that he proposed to debate it. . 

Mr. CLINGMAN. No, the previous question 
could cut off debate. 

Mr. HARRIS. 
ment. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The gentleman 
can obviate the difficulty by inserting after the 


Well, I will ac ept theamend- 


, * : . . , 
word * reports, the words ** for reference. 


Mr. HARRIS. I move the previous question 
on the passage of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. If objected to, the proposed 
amendment must be voted upon by the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Well, I 
the amendment which I suggested to my colleague. 

A Voice. You cannot do it; the previous ques- 
tion has been moved. 

Mr. STUART. I wantto see that. resolution 
further amended. I want to strikeout that part 
which speaks of the power to object to a report. 
The effect of that would be, that every important 
report would be cut off by the objection of asingle 
member, and precedence given to all the business 
that is of no consequence whatever. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must interrupt 
the gentleman. The question now pending is on 
seconding the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. HARRIS. I propose to accept the amend- 
ment of my colleague, [Mr. Jones,| if I have the 
power to do so. 

The SPEAKER. 
cept it. 

Mr. HARRIS. Then if I have not the power 
to accept the amendment, I withdraw the demand 
for the previous question, whilst my colleague 
offers it. 

Mr. STUART. The gentleman cannot hold 
the floor to allow another gentleman to offer an 
amendment. 

Mr. HARRIS. Well, sir, is it in order for me 
to offer an amendment to the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order if the demand 
for the previous question is withdrawn. 

Mr. HARRIS. I withdraw the previous ques- 
tion. Now, isit in order for mé@ to offer an amend- 

ment to the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly it is. 
| Mr. HARRIS. Then I offer the amendment 
suggested by my colleague, and move the previous 
question. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
now adjourn. 

The question was put, and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. STUART. I ask for the reading of the 
amendment. 

The Crier read the amendment, as follows: 


propose 


The gentleman cannot ac- 


I move that the House do 


Provided, That no bill reported under this resolution shal! 
be put upon its passage, unless by unanimous Consent of the 
House. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

The cuestion recurred upon the adoption of the 
resolution as amended. 

Mr. FLOYD demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Smiru and Venas_e were 
appointed. 

The question was put, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 68, noes 35; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, demanded the 
yeas and nays. ; 

Mr. STUART moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

And the House adjourned until to-morrow at 
twelve o'clock, m. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following memorials and petitions were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate comunittees 
By Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York 
pastors and others of churches in the diocesc 


he petition of the 


al 


Albany, 
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New York, praying the remission of certain duties charged 
upen certain articles of church service, imported and used 
in the churches of St. Bernard and St. Morez, in said dio- 
cere. 

By Mr. ABERCROMBIE: The petition of Susannah T. 
Thornton, praying for relief on account of the revolutionary 
services of her father, William MecMasters. 

ty Mr. DOTY : The petition of E. Button and 58 other 
citizens of Milwaukee, for a grant of alternate sections of 
land in aid of the construction of the Lake Shore railroad, 
from Chicago by Waukegan, Kenosha, Racine, Milwaukee, 
Ozankee, Sheboygan, Manitowoc, and Green Bay, to Lake 
Superior. 

Also, the petition of Peter Martin and other citizens of 
Kenosha, in favor of said grant. 

Also, of Phineas M. Johnson and 166 other citizens of 
Grafton, in favor of said road. 


IN SENATE. 
Twuespay, December 28, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. James GaLLaner. 


Mr. MORTON presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Florida in favor of the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Madison Court-House 
to Clay Landing, in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Florida 
in favor of a grant of land for the purpose of es- 
tablishing a county site in Levy county; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the memorial of William B. Scott, late 
Navy agent of the Washington City station, pray- 
ing the settlement of his accounts upon principles 
of equity and justice; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD submitted additional documents 
in relation to the extension of Uri Emmons’s pat- 
ent for a cylindrical planing machine; which were 
referred to the Committee on Patents and the Pat- 
ent Office. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of Catharine 
Clark, praying to be allowed the amount of pen- 


| and nature. 


sion due her husband at the time of his death; || 


which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the petition 
of John F. Webb, praying that the children of 
John Webb, deceased, may be paid the amount 
of pension their father would have received under 
the act of 15th May, 1828, had he lived until that 
time; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam H. Henderson, for himself and the heirs of 
Robert Henderson, praying the relinquishment to 
them of the title of the United States to a tract of 
land within the B&strop grant; which was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CASS submitted a document in favor of 
the removal of the land office from Flint to Saga- 
naw City, in the State of Michigan; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

STANLEY'S INDIAN PORTRAITS. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to present the peti- 
tion of John F. Stanley, of the State of New York. 
Ido not know that I can state the object of the 
petition in a better manner than by reading the 
memorial itself. He states that he is the owner 
of a gallery of Indian pictures now in the Smith- 
sonian Institution, which have been exhibited there 
for the year past; and that he desires to dispose of 
the same to the Government of the United States, 
in order that they may be kept together, and pre- 
served as mementoes of the race which inhabited 
this country before the arrival of our ancestors. 
The collection consists of one hundred and fifty- 
four paintings, of which one hundred and forty 
are portraits of chie‘s and persons of distinction, 
among forty-two different tribes living in the In- 
dian territory west of the Mississippi, Texas, the 
great Western plains, New Mexico, Utah, and 
Oregon. The remainder represent scenes and in- 
cidents in Indian life, landscapes in their country, 
councils, and other prominent events in our rela- 
tions with them. he memorialist has devoted 
ten years of his life to the formation of this gallery, 
nearly the whole of which period has been passed 
by him in those remote regions where the nature 
and habits of the Indians are found in their great- 
est purity and originality, because least modified 
by intercourse with the conquerors of their Jand. 
He has beheld them silently retreating or melting 
away from before the face of civilization, like ex- 
halations from the sunlight, and he conceived the 
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| his opportunities, and the humble talent which he 


possessed, in rescuing at least the lineaments of 
this people from oblivion. These ancient pos- 
sessors of the land are fast disappearing, anda few 
generations hence our descendants will have noth- 
ing, except such memorials, to remind them of the 
formgr existence of a race, which has made per- 
haps a more gallantand prolenged defense of their 
independence, than any recorded in the wide- 
spread annals of warfare between savage and civ- 
ilized men. Destiny and our immeasurable supe- 


riority have made us lords of the magnificent | 


country which was once their own—does not jus- 


| lice to their memory demand of us that we assign 


to them a niche in its history? In addition to the 
time and labor bestowed upon the work, the me- 
morialist has expended $12,000 in money, and has 
made sacrifices, and encountered hardships and 


| privations, for which money can make no com- 


pensation. One hundred and thirty-nine of the 
pictures are in substantial gilded frames, and the 
others will be placed in a suitable condition for 
preservation. That the great object of his labors 
may be fully accomplished, he desires to place his 
works in the custody of the nation, that thereby 


the types of different Indian families may be pre- | 
served together for comparison and study by the | 


ethnologist and historian, and that the chiefs of 


the tribes who, from time to time, may visit the | 
national capital, may see in the preservation of | 
the forms of their departed great men, a proof of | 
| the paternal attachmentof the Government for their | 


race. 
The memorialist presents certificates from nu- 
merous gentlemen in whose presence most of the 


pictures were painted, officers high in the civil | 
service of the Government, inthe Army and Navy, | 


and in the employment of the Hudson’s Bay 


Company, all of whom attest their fidelity to life | 
Appended is a selection from these | 
testimonials, which, by permission of the writers, | 
the memorialist is authorized to embody in this | 
representation. ‘The Smithsonian Institution has | 


evinced its appreciation of these paintings by pre- 


paring and printing, at its own expense, a descrip- |! 


tive catalogue of them, which will be ready for 


distribution in the course of the present month. | 
Copies of this catalogue will be placed in the hands | 


of members of Congress. 


. ° | 
I move that this memorial be referred to the | 
I was somewhat | 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 
at a loss to know which was the proper committee 
to whom to refer the petition; | have, however, 


concluded to give it the reference which I have | 


named, and I trust it will meet with their favorable 
consideration and action. This Government has 
expended large sums of money in procuring statues 


|of our great men, and obtaining paintings of 


some of the most important events of our history; || 


and I know no better object, in that respect, for 
which the public money can be expended, than for 
the purpose of preserving portraits of those peo- 
ple. There are certificates of several distinguished 
gentlemen who were familiar with the Indian chiefs 
whose portraits have been painted by Mr. Stan- 


ley, appended to this memorial; and they all attest | 


the faithfulness of the paintings. I hope the me- 
morial will meet with the favorable consideration 
of the committee. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee | 


on Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on | 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
Theophilus Hardenbrook, praying a.pension for | 
sufferings undergone during the war of 1812, asked 


to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Pensions; which was.agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of John W. Phillips, praying 
indemnity for a vessel destroyed by the United 
States troops during the late war with Mexico, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, ffom the same committee, to which 


was referred the petition of John P. McElderry, | 
praying compensation for two months’ services as 


/a clerk in the Burean of Yards and Docks, submit- 


ted a report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 


ambition of illustrating their fading history by the || The report was ordered to be printed. 


pencil and the canvas. He resolved to employ 


Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
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to which was referred the petition of Jose 
ents, Charles L. Mass, and William 
—— remuneration for being deprive 
ndian treaty, of certain land upon 
were digging gold, asked to be disc 
the further consideration thereof; whic 
to. 

He also, from the same committee to wh 
was referred the petition of John Bronson oy 
ing payment for goods lost and destroyed ty z 
enemy on the Niagara frontier, during the las: ».,.. 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill ; 
relief; which was read and passed to th 
reading. 


Dh Clem. 
K. Cato; 

d, under = 
Which they 
harged from 
h WAS agreed 


War, 
| for his 
e Sécond 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. BRODHEAD gave notice of his 


to ask leave to introduce a bill, makine furthe 
provisions against counterfeiting the current eo), 
of the United States, or passing the same. 5 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, agreeably to previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce » 
bill for the relief of the workingmen on the addition 
to the Capitol; which was read and passed to the 
second reading. 


BRITISH COLONY IN CENTRAL AMERICA, 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolu: 
for consideration: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to commyyj. 
cate to the Senate, as far as may be compatible with the 
public interest, any information in the Department of Sia 
respecting the establishment of a new British colony in (pp. 
tral America, together with the copy of a proclamation, i 
received at the said Department, issued by the British au 
thorities at the Balize, July 17, 1852, announeing that « her 
‘most gracious Majesty, onr Queen, has been pleased ty 
‘constitute, and make the Islands of Roatan, Bonacea, 
‘Utilla, Barbarat, Helena, and Morat, to be a colony, to te 
‘ known and designated as the colony of the Bay of Is. 
‘ ands,” and signed— 

“ By command of Her Majesty’s Superintendent, 

** AUGUSTUS FRED. GoORR. 
*© Colonial Secretary,” 

And also, what measures, if any, have been taken by the 
Executive to prevent the ‘violation of that article of the 
treaty of Washington of July 4, 1850, between the United 
States and Great Britain, which provides that neither pany 
shall ‘* occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or assume donynion 
over Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the Mosquito coast, or any 
part of Central America.” 


intention 


the 


10n 


|| AVERY DOWNER. 


Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, I have never 
asked the indulgence of the Senate to take upany 
business whatever out of its order, but I desire to 
ask it this morning, to take up and consider a bill 
granting a pension to Dr. Avery Downer. He 
was a surgeon’s mate for the period of seven 

+months in the war of the Revolution; and he 
| would fall within the law authorizing pensions to 
be granted, but for the fact that a portion of his 
service was not under any military order, as held 
at the Pension Office. At the massacre of Groton 
Heights, he was left in the charge of forty wounded 
soldiers, and he continued to take charge of them 
during the period I have mentioned. He would 
have been entitled to a pension had it not been 
for the circumstance that there was no military 
order. He is now ninety years old. The til 
grants him a pension for life at the rate of $11) 
per annum, commencing on the 4th of Marci, 
1852. I am apprehensive that he will not live 
until this bill can be passed. It passed through 
| the House of Representatives, and was defeated 
| in the Senate a few years ago. It has now re 
| ceived the sanction of the committee of the Sen- 
ate, and, as far as I know, there is no opposition 
to it in any quarter. I ask therefore, in behalf 0! 
this old gentleman, that the bill may be taken up 
and passed at this time. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill “grant 
ing a pension to Avery Downer,’’ was read & 
second time and considered by the Senate as 0 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
that Avery Downer, a surgeon’s mate in the revo- 
lutionary service, be placed on the roll of revolw 
tionary pensioners, at the rate of $140 per annum, 
commencing March 4, 1852, and to continue du- 
ring his natural life. 7 

On the request of Mr. Hare, the report of the 
Committee on Pensions was read, from whieh it 
appears that they adopt the report made by the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims of the House 
of Representatives, on the 7th of February, 15%. 
| It states that the petitioner was born in the tow? 
‘of Preston, Connecticut, November 17th, Lib; 


that he was enrolled in the 8th regiment of \e 
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f Connecticut, at the age of sixteen years, 
ao ay therein as a private, until July 15th, 
de: ‘ e was appointed surgeon’s mate in 
— a regiment, and continued in that 
ee ae close of the war of the Revolution. 
office nent was formed from the towns of 
ro eet roton, and Stonington, and was, from 
Preston, os spring of 1779, under orders to 
‘ cr Fort Griswold, in the town of Groton, 

a larm was-given for that purpose; 
whe -- of September, 1781, the alarm was 
ee nd the regiment assembled on the evening 
paced memorable for the cruel and bloody 
o Oe ee af Greet Heights, just as a part of the 


massa‘ 


army left the place. 


The petitioner was with the regiment acting in 
the capacity of surgeon’s mate. The surgeons 
> the regiment, with the petitioner as surgeon's 
cate, were directed to, and did, take charge of 
: » wounded that were left by the enemy after 
the massacre. ‘The regiment continued in the ser- 
vice but a short me, but the surgeon, and the pe- 
cnioner, as Surgeon’s mate, continued to take care 
of the wounded for the period of seven months 
from and after the 6th of September, 1781. There | 
were forty persons who were ministered to by the 
oetitioner and the surgeon, and the petitioner de- 
voted his whole time, during those seven months, 
to the care of those wounded persons, and to no 
other business. 

The committee further found that Avery Dow- 
ner made application to the proper Department in 
1832, to be placed on the pension list for the ser- 
vice, under the act of June 7th, 1832; that he pros- 
ecuted his application until 1842; and that it was 
refused by the Commissioner of Pensions on the 
round that the service was not performed under 
any military order, but that the 8th regiment 
was dismissed, and the service was probably paid 
for like other professional services. But they 
found that the service was acknowledged as pub- 
ic service, and paid for by the State of Connecti- 
cut. The committee being satisfied that the peti- 
tioner was surgeon’s mate, as stated, and was 
employed in the duties incident to his office, at 
Fort Griswold and its vicinity, for the period of 
seven months from and after September 6th, 1781, 
which service was regarded by the State of Con- | 
necticut as public service, were of the opinion that 
the petitioner comes within the true intent and | 
meaning of the act of June 7th, 1832, and is en- | 
titled to receive the same bounty as other persons 
who perfurmed similar services in the Army of 
the Revolution; and therefore reported a bill grant- 
ing a pension to the petitioner. 

Mr. HALE. I would not say a word about 
this case, if it were not an old acquaintance. I 
recollect it very well; while [ was on the Committee 
on Pensions, it was referred to me, and I examined 
it with a great deal of care. I examined it repeat- 
edly, at the solicitation of gentlemen from Connec- | 
tieut; and, further than that, I handed the papers | 
to some Senators or Representatives from Connec- | 
ticut,and pointed out to them where I[ thought the 
claim was fatally deficient, and asked them to 
furnish the evidence which was wanting, if it could | 
be found. I believe it never was found—at least 
it never was furnished to me; and therefore the 
Committee on Pensions reported against the claim. 
But if the Senate feel inclined, upon the statement 
of the facts mentioned in the report, to give the 
pension, I shall make no objection; but this claim 
being an old acquaintance of mine, I beg leave to 
state the facts as I understand them. 

_ The report represents that Mr. Downer was born 
in 1762, and that the service was performed in 
1781, when he was nineteen years of age. I think 
the surgeon of the regiment was his father, and he 
was a student of medicine with his father, if I am 
not mistaken; at any rate, he was a student of 
medicine. There was no evidence before the com- | 
mittee, and | apprehend there is none now, except 
parol evidence, of the existence of this commis- 
sion. No commission was produced; nothing 
could be found upon the records of the militia of 
Connecticut, that there ever was any commission; 
but he was simply a surgeon’s mate, in the capa- 
city of a student of medicine of his father, who I 
believe was surgeon of the regiment. He never 
was In any service, and does not pretend that he 
Was, except upon one occasion, when there was a 
battle of some sort, and several were wounded, 
and then he was called upon once, and only once 
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ever called upon, though he contends that he held 
himself in readiness to be-cailed on, and did the 
service which the committee mention. The report 
says that the State of Connecticut paid for this 
service. That is the whole case, so far as I recol- 
lect it. This young man, nineteen years of age, 
a student of medicine with a surgeon, was once 
called upon by the State of Connecticut to render 
service to some soldiers, which was rendered and 
paid for; and now it is proposed to pension him, at 
the rate of $140 per anpum, for this one single call 
which the State of Connecticut paid for. We are 
to pay this amount of money to a person who was 
then a boy of nineteen years of age, studying 
medicine, and who furnishes no evidence, except 
parol evidence, that he was ever appointed sur- 
geon’s mate. 

If, with this understanding of the facts, the Sen- 
ate are willing to grant the pension, let it be so. | 
had the care of the case for two years, and was 
really exceedingly anxious to report a bill in his 
favor, because it was said he was an old, worthy, 
and highly meritorious citizen; and | called upon 
the representatives of Connecticut, both in the 
House and in the Senate, to furnish any evidence 
of the commission, if it was to be found, and it 
was not furnished. Under these circumstances, | 
think the Senate ought not to pass the bill, unless 
some new evidence has come to light since I ex- 
amined it before. 

Mr. TOUCEY. The Senator from New Hamp- 

shire was not in his seat, when I madea statement 
in regard to thiscase. ‘This application for a pen- 
sion received a favorable report in the House of 
tepresentatives, and a bill was passed there. It 
came here, and was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions, of which, it seems, the Senator from 
New Hampshire was then a member, and it failed. 
The petition has since been presented in this body, 
as [ understand, with additional proof, and the 
facts are established beyond controversy. Doctor 
Downer is a respectable physician. He is now 
ninety years of age. He is aman who would not 
make a claim that was not entitled to consideration; 
and, as [ understand, the committee of the Senate 
have unanimously reported in favor of granting 
this pension to him. That he was in the service; 
that he held a commission as surgeon’s mate; that 
he acted as such for the period of seven months, 
are facts about which there cannot, I apprehend, 
be any question. Doctor Downer was left, after 
the disbanding of the regiment, in charge, with 
the surgeon, of forty men who were wounded at 
the massacre of Groton Heights. The records ef 
Connecticut, if I rightly understand, show that he 
was paid in that capacity for a period of seven 
months. The objection is that it was not done 
under a military order. 

It is obvious that the objection which precludes 
him from obtaining a pension at the Pension Of- 
fice is entirely a technical one. If the facts stated 
in the report of the committee of the Senate be 
true, the objection taken by the Senator from New 
Hampshire is overcome; and it was on that 
ground that I asked that it might be taken up; and 
i was apprehensive that he might not live long 
enouch to receive the benefit of the pension. | 
believe the claim to be an entirely meritorious one. 
The deficiency of proof suggested by the Senator 
from New Hampshire has since been removed. 

Mr. HALE. it is certainly not an agreeable 


| duty for me to interpose an objection to the claim 


of a man who is ninety years old, and who has 
probably but a little while to live; but here is the 
difficulty: There was no evidence before the com- 
mittee, and I do not understand the Senator from 
Connecticut to say, nor does any one say, that 
there is any evidence now, except parol evidence, 
that Mr. Downer ever performed the duties of 
assistant surgeon; that he was ever appointed by 


the State of Connecticut or by the General Gov- 


ernment. He was there holding himself in readi- 
ness for seven months; he was once called upon; 
he, a student of medicine, nineteen years of age, 
was once called upon, and but once; he was puaid 
by the State of Connecticut for seven months’ 
service; and now it is proposed that this Govern- 
ment shall pension him. These are the facts. If 
the Senate want to pay the pension, I have no ob- 
jection. , 

Mr. TOUCEY. I would call the attention of 
the Senate to the report of the committee on this 
point: 

*“ Inasmuch as the committee are satisfied that the peti- 
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tioner was a surgeon's mate, as above stated, and was em 
ployed in duties incident to said office at Port Griswold and 
in its vicinity, fora period of seven months from and atler 
the 6th day of September, 1781, which service was regarded 
by the State of Connecticut as public service, they are of 
opinion that the petitioner comes within the true intent aud 
meaning of the act of June 7th, 1832." 


These are the facts reported by the committee. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and on the question, ** Shall it be en- 
grossed for a third reading ?’’— 

Mr. BORLAND called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. SHIELDS. If the facts stated in the re- 
port be true, the case comes within the spirit of 
the pension laws; and upon that view I will vote. 
1 cannot tell, however, whether the facts are true 
or not; but we are to take the statement of the 
committee for them. 

Mr. BORLAND. I will say, that so far asthe 
facts set forth in the report are concerned, the 
Senate are bound to take them as trne, because a 
committee of this body have investigated the sub- 


ject, and upon their responsibility as Senators, and 


as honorable men, have reported these facts, after 
investigation, as true. I must therefore take them 
to be true, and the House has done so, 

Mr. HALE. I think it is not in order te refer 
to the House as authority for the Senate. I should 
like to ask the honorable Senator from Arkansas, 
who, I think, was a member of the Committee on 
Pensions which reported this bill, whether there 
was any evidence before that committee as to the 
fact of service; whether any commission was pro- 
duced from the State of Connecticut or the Gen- 
eral Government; or whether there was any evi- 
dence, except mere verbal declarations, that Mr. 
Downer was a surgeon’s mate? 

Mr. BORLAND. I cannot at this time an- 
swer as to the particular character of the evidence. 
I am not now*a member of the Committee on 
Pensions; but I was a member of it at the time 
this bill was repdrted. Unless I were to examine 
the papers, I could not now tell all the particulars; 
but this I know, that the committee, after an in- 
vestigation by the Senator from Vermont, {Mr. 
Foor,] who made the report, were perfectly sat- 
isfied as to all the facts, and authorized the making 
of thereport. | cannot, of course, undertake now 
to state all the facts. I know that the committee 
were satisfied with them at the time, and I, as a 
member of the committee, was fully satisfied. 

Mr. HALE. I think this isa very dangerous 
precedent. The fact is, this man never had a 
commission either from Connecticut or the Gen- 
eral Government. ‘There was no evidence of it; 
but the committee seem to be satisfied from certain 
verbal declarations, by this man and that, about 
what took place seventy years ago. If he had 
ever been commissioned by Connecticut or by the 
General Government, there would have been evi- 
dence of it, and the commission could be pro- 
duced; but he was not. He was surgeon’s mate, 
just exactly in the same way as any doctor in the 
country makes a mate of his student; and that is 
the whole of it. He once went with his father, 
who was a surgeon, to a place where there were 
several wounded men, and he attended on them. 
That is the only service that the report presents, 
or that he pretends that he ever performed. But 
it is contended that he held himself in readiness to 
do service, and here you are going to give a pen- 
sion of $140 a year for one call, one visit, and that 
without any evidence, except of a very loose and 
indefinite sort, that he ever was commissioned or 
held the office. 

Mr. WELLER. [have known that much paid 
for a single visit in California. 

Mr. HALE. It might be in California, but 
not in Connecticut. But I will not say anything 
more in opposition to the bill. The Senate have 
all the facts before them, and are competent to de- 
cide. 

Mr. BORLAND. The Senator from New 
Hampshire stated to the Senate that this individ- 
ual rendered certain service, and no more. He 
says the committee are mistaken, and have made 
a report of facts which do not exist. 

Mr. HALE. No, sir. 

Mr. BORLAND. We have the statement of 
the Senator from New Hampshire against the re- 
port of the committee. It is for the Senate to say 
which shall be taken. 

Mr. TOUCEY. As some Senators have come 
in who were not present when I explained the case 
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before, I wish to say a word or two more. The 
committee of the Senate have found the fact of the 
service; they have found it expressly ; they have 
adopted the report of the House of Representa- 
tives ascertaining that fact; and they have found 
further, that Dr. Downer was paid for seven 
months’ service as surgeon’s mate. Now, the 
records in the Comptroller’s office of the State of 
Connecticut show the fact of service. Whether 
these records show it in this case I know not; but 
I have no doubt in my own mind that they do. 
Now, after the committee have reported the facts, 
are they to be controverted without any proof to 
the contrary, or will the Senate adopt the state- 
ment of facts as furnished by the committee? If 
they do, it is a case within the spirit of the ven- 
sion laws; and this old gentleman of ninety is 
entitled to this little pension for the residue of his 
days. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the engrossment of the bill, resulted—yeas 32, 
nays 3; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Borland, Brodhead, 
Brooke, Butler, Cass, Cathcart, Charlton, Clarke, Davis, 
De Saussure, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, 
Downs, Feleh, Fish, Hamlin, James, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Smith, Toucey, Upham, 
Wade, Walker, and Weller—32. 

NAY S— Messrs. Hale, Sumner, and Underwood—3. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading; and it was read a third time and 
passed. 

PUBLIC LAND SURVEYS. 

Mr. BROOKE. I move to postpone the prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill from 
the House of Representatives, ‘* to amend an act 
entitled ‘ An act for the discontinuance of the of- 
fice of surreyor general in the several districts 
so soon as the surveys therein can be completed, 
for abolishing land offices under certain circum- 
stances, and for other purposes,¢ approved June 
12th, 1840.’? The object of the bill is to allow 
resurveys, when necessary, to be made in districts 
where the office of surveyor general has been 
abolished. There is no provision of law now ex- 
isting whereby erroneous surveys in Mississippi, 
and several other districts, can be corrected by re- 
surveys. This bill is for the purpose of enabling 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
act as surveyor general in such cases. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I would inquire of the 
Senator from Mississippi whether this bill has re- 
ceived the sanction of the Committee on Public 
Lands? 

Mr. BROOKE. It has been reported by that 
committee with a few amendments. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. It proposes to enact that in all cases where, 
as provided in the first section of the act of June 
12th, 1840, the field-notes, maps, records, and other 
papers appertaining to the land office in any State, 
shall have been, or shall be, turned over to the 
State authorities, they shall be held subject to the 
examination of any duly-authorized agent of the 
Government without charge; and that the same 
authority, powers, and duties, in relation to the 
survey, resurvey, or subdivision of the lands 
therein, and all matters connected therewith, pre- 
viously exercised by the surveyors general, shall 
be vested in the Doomenunaana of the General 
Land Office. 

It further provides that, under the authority of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, any 
deputy surveyor, or other agent of the United 
States, shall have free access to such field-notes, 


The bill was then reported to the Senate, as 
amended. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on con- 
curring in the amendments made as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. Iam rather fearful that we have 
not a quorum present;.and therefore, in order to 
ascertain that fact, I call for a division. 

The question being taken, there were, on a divis- 
lon—ayes 25, noes 2; no quorum voting. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I think there is a quorum 
present, and therefore I ask a recount. 

The question being again taken, there were— 
ayes 27, no 1; no quorum voting. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Thereis a great deal of busi- 
ness on the calendar that will lead to no discus- 
sion, and | think we might as well clear it off the 
table. 1 wish to call up a few bills myself. Let 
us get such bills out of the way. I think we may 
do a little business in that way before we enter 
upon contested questions. 

Mr. MANGUM. I deem it proper to make a 
remark in the way of apology. I have not voted 
upon any of these questions, upon the ground that 
| think, with as thin a Senate as we have, it is ut- 
terly improper to proceed to the consideration of 
contested matters. 

Mr.SHiELDS. I agree with you as to that. 

Mr. MANGUM. I am perfectly willing to 
accede to the proposition of the honorable Senator 
from Illinois, and consider matters that are not 
contested. ‘Those who have bills which they wish 
attended to, and others who attend to see that the 
business of the country is not improperly done, 
are, most of them, here; but still we have barely 
a quorum, and we ought not to attend to contest- 
ed matters. : 

Mr. SHIELDS. Thatis precisely the sugges- 
tion which I took the liberty of making. ‘There 
are some complaints made occasionally, that we are 
a little negligent about matters which ought to pass 
without any contest. My suggestion is, that we 
go on with the calendar, and when we reach acase 
which is contested, that we pass it by, so that we 
may dispose of the cases | have mentioned, if we 
can. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair would suggest 
that some disposition must be made of the bill 
pending before the Senate. The question pending 
is upon the concurrence in the amendments made 
as in Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. WALKERand Mr. BROOKE called for 


the yeas and nays on the question; and they were | 


ordered. 
Mr. BORLAND. I think there are several 
Senators present who are not aware of the char- | 


acter of the proposition before the Senate, or I 
feel sure that no opposition would have been made, 
from any quarter, to the amendments, but they 
would have received a unanimous vote, because 


they commend themselves to the judgment of every | 


one. There is no possible ground, it seems to 
me, for raising an objection to them. I therefore 
ask that the amendments may be read, in order 
that Senators who did not know before, may now 
know what they are. 

They were accordingly read; and the question 


| being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 36, | 


| Saussure, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, | 


nays none; as follows: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








s Dec. 28, 


The reportof the Committee on Militar A 
was read, from which it appeared that ¥ Affairy 
1850, Captain Easton was assigned ig April, 
Assistant Quartermaster at Santa Fé having.” 
der his direction eleven posts to be supp) <a ia. 
funds and stores, in addition to okt r 
charge of the clothing depot of the s 
department. The duties of Assista 
master were such as to require the s 
clerk, and Captain Easton employe, 
pacity Gustavus McHarcourt, who 
several years engaged as confidential 
Pay Department, and was recommen 
Department as able, competent, and 
For twelve months before the comm 
his peculations, he discharged his duties with hon. 
esty and ability. The history of Malice 
frauds is this: On the 27th of February I , 
Captain Easton received from Captain Bo 
$175,220, and made an entry of its receipt in 
books for that date. McHarcourt iste) 
$5,000, and concealed the fraud by erasing the «- » 
and substituting an ‘*0,” so that the books “a 
the cash in hand were made to agree, ()y \, 
17th of April, 1851, Captain Easton again receiy,. 
$3,000 from Captain Bowman, and on the 14th * 
the same month received $5,000 from Lieytens,, 
Schroeder. The whole $8,000 were abstracte: |... 
McHarcourt, and these two entries were entin:i, 
erased, whereby the books and cash on hand ao», 
agreed. In April, 1851, he again abstracted ¢9 9% 
He concealed this fraud by passing on Capi 
Easton an order from Captain Buford for the fy 
amount, and his receipt for it, so that from this rs. 
ceipt and order the books again appeared correc: 
They were afterwards discovered to be forzeries 
Finally, McHarcourt abstracted $2,301, and eo. 
cealed this fraud by filing among the accounts for 
the third quarter of 1851, a draft for that amoyy; 
from Lieutenant Schroeder in favor of Geopv: 
Hayward, which had been before presented anj 
paid during the first quarter of 1851. 

In September, 1851, Captain Easton, while 
Saint Louis, was notified by the Quartermaster 
General of the deficiency in his accounts, and jt 
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| was then, for the first time, that he discovered, o 


even suspected the dishonesty of McHarcour 
He returned as soon as practicable to Santa Fé, in 
pursuit of him, and found that he had absconded 
three months before, and taken ship at Mazatlan, 
in Mexico. The committee state that they have 
examined the books, and have seen the alterations 
and erasures. They regard the case as one of 


| great hardship, and as possessing peculiar claims 


to favorable consideration. 

Mr. CASS. Ido not like to oppose this bill, 
but I cannot say that | a Ae it sufficiently, 
It seems to me that this case presents a very sit- 


| gular ground for an application here. The officer 


_ has ever been settled. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Borland, Bradbury, | 
| Brodhead, Brooke, Cass, Catheart, Charlton, Davis, De 


Downs, Felch, Fish, Hale, Hamlin, Mangum, Morton, Nor- | 


ris, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Smith, Soulé, 
Sumner, Toucey, Underwood, Upham, Wade, Walker, 


| and Weller—J6. 


maps, records, and papers, for the purpose of || 


making copies, and taking extracts, without any 
charge, as above provided. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported the 
bill with three amendments: 

1. Strike out, in the first section, the words ‘‘ they shall 
‘be held subject to the examination of any duly-authorized 
fagent of the Government without charge; nor shall any 
compensation be required from any such agent for any ex- 
* tracts or copies he may take thereof.”’ 

2. In the second section, strike out the words “‘ as above 
provided.” 

3. Add the following as an additional section: “ and he 
‘it further enacted, That the field notes, maps, records, 
‘and other papers mentioned in the first section of the act 
‘to which this is an amendment, shall in no case hereafter 
* be turned over to the authorities of any State until such 
‘Ste shall have provided by law for the reception and 
‘safe keeping of the same as public reeords, and for the 
‘ allowance of free access to the same by the authorities of 
« the United States, as herein provided.” 


The amendments were agreed to. 


So the amendments were concurred in. 
The amendments were then ordered to be en- 


| . . ° 
grossed and the bill to be read a third time; and 


the bill was read a third time and passed. 
LANGDON C. EASTON. 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the Senate, as 


| in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


the bill, reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, ‘* for the relief of Captain Langdon C. 


| Easton, Assistant Quartermaster in the United 


States Army.’’ It proposes to direct the proper 
officers to credit Captain Langdon C. Easton, in 


| the settlement of his accounts, the sum of $17,651, 


the amount of which he was defrauded by his late 
clerk, Gustavus McHarcourt, while stationed at 


| Santa Fé, New Mexico. 


Mr. SHIELDS. 


[I ask that the report may be 
read. 


It explains the case better than any state- 


| ment can do. 


| of his office. 


had the appointing of his own clerk, I presume, 
and can it be contended that he should not be re 
sponsible for his acts? I do not know that that 
I am not aware that we 
have ever had such a case before us. An officer 
of the Pay Department, appointing his own con- 
fidential man, and then coming upon the Govern- 
ment for losses occasioned by his acts, it, seems 
to me it would open a very dangerous precedent; 
but still I do not understand the case sufficiently 
to speak with any precision upon it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. | rise for the purpose 
of saying that I would prefer that this bill shoud 
lie over for a little while. I can readily perceive 
that it will be a very great hardship upon the o- 
ficer to make him responsible for the frauds which 
may be perpetrated by those that are necessary 
employed in aiding in the discharge of the duties 
The Assistant Commissaries cannol 
possibly attend to all the duties of their stations 


| without help. They must haveclerks. It woul 


be physically impossible for them to attend to the 
business without such aid; and when they ar 
constrained, from the nature of their employmen, 
to have assistance, it would be a very hard cas 


indeed to make them responsible for the frauds 


| on the other side. 


perpetrated by those assistants. That is taking \" 
view favorable to the Commissaries, or Quarter 
masters, or Paymasters, or any other officers 0 
the Government, who must necessarily emp!0y 
clerks. 

But there may be a difficulty resulting from! 
It may with reason be cr 
tended that when an officer has the selection 0! 4's 
own men, he ought to be constrained to guaranty 



































































































